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And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a Dove 
upon Him, and a voice came from Heaven which said, Thou art 
my Beloved Son. In Thee I am well pleased. Luke 3-22. 

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart, and 
was transfigured before them ; and his face did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the light. And behold, there ap- 
peared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then an- 
swered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be 
here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, 
behold a bright cloud overshadowed them : and behold a voice out 
of the cloud which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased: 

Hear Ye Him. 

—Mat. 17, 1 to the 5, 



FIRST-DAY THOUGHTS. 



Whittier. 

In calm and cool and silence, once again 
I find my old accustomed place among 
My brethren, where perchance no human tongue 
Shall utter words ; where never hymn is sung, 
Nor deep-toned organ blown, nor censer swung, 

Nor dim light falling through the pictured pane ! 

There, syllabled in silence, let me hear 
The still small voice which reached the prophet's ear; 

Read in my heart a still diviner law 
Than Israel's leader on his tables saw ! 
There let me strive with each besetting sin, 
Recall my wandering fancies, and restrain 
The sore disquiet of a restless brain ; 

And, as the path of duty is made plain, 
May grace be given that I may walk therein, 

Not like the hireling for his selfish gain, 
With backward glances and reluctant tread, 

Making a merit of his coward dread — 
But, cheerful in the light around me thrown, 

Walking as one to pleasant service led ; 

Doing God's will as if it were my own, 
Yet trusting not in mine, but in His strength alone ! 
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INTRODUCTION. 



An exposition of the peculiar Doctrines of the early 
Friends has been attempted in these pages, partly in 
form of questions and answers. This method has 
been adopted in the hope that the work of instructing 
the young people in the doctrines of Friends will be 
made easy for the older ones of the family, especially 
for the mothers who have so little time for any ex- 
tended research. We are really all of us but " young 
folk of all ages, who are all the little children of the 
great Teacher," therefore we need to avail ourselves 
of the enlightened convictions of the spiritually minded 
and spiritually taught children of God of all time. 
No attempt has been made in these pages to improve 
upon Quakerism, but we present it as it stands before 
the world represented in the life and teachings of 
George Fox, and as accepted and believed in by all our 
ancient Worthies and early Promulgators of Gospel 
truth, and also as it is aefined in the Doctrines of 
Friends by Elisha Bates. Early Friends believed their 
views of Scripture-teaching to be Primitive Christian- 
ity revived Their foundation doctrine was laid in the 
Bible truth, that, "In him (Christ) was life; and the 
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life was the light of men." They taught that "There 
was the true light, even the light which lighteth every 
man, coming into the world," John 1-9 (N. V.} and 
that that light was Christ " He was in the world and 
the world was made through Him and the world knew 
Him not" *•* * " But as many as received Him to them 
gave he the right to become the children of God, even 
to them that believe on his name, which were born 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man but of God," John 11-12 (N. V.)— born of 
the Spirit " God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all, ' 1 John 1-5. "No man hath seen God at any 
time ; the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him," John 1-18 (N. V.) 
" And the light shineth in the darkness ; and the dark- 
ness apprehended it not," John 1-6 (N. V.) 

This light has been seeking throughout all time to 
enter even the dark hearts of the children of men. Wm. 
Penn asks, "Well ! and what does this blessed light do 
for you ? Why, 1st It sets all your sins in order 
befofe you : it detects the spirit of tne world in all its 
baits and allurements and snows the fallen estate man 
is in. 2d. It begets a sense and sorrow in such as 
believe in it for this fearful lapse. You will then see 
Him distinctly whom you have pierced * * * and you 
will weep and mourn for it and your sorrow will be 
a godly sorrow. 3d. After this it will bring you to the 
holy watch, to take care that you do so no more, that 
the enemy surprise you not again : then thoughts 
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as well as words and works will come to judgment* 
which is the way of holiness in which the redeemed 
of the Lord do walk. * * * Now you come to be Christ's 
indeed, for you are his in nature and spirit and not 
your own. And when you are thus Christ's, then 
Christ is youiB and not Before : and here communion 
with the Father and the Son you will know, and the 
efficacy of the blood of cleansing, even the blood of 
Jesus Christ, that immaculate Lamb, which speaketh 
better things than the blood of Abel, and which 
cleanseth from all sin the consciences of those, that 
through living Faith come to be sprinkled with it 
from dead works to serve the living God." * * * "You 
will say, perhaps, that though you are sinners, and 
live in the daily commission of sin, and are not sancti- 
fied, as I have been speaking, yet you have faith in 
Christ, who has borne the curse for you, and in him 
you are complete by faith: his righteousness being 
imputed to you. But Christ's righteousness makes 
men inwardly holy, of holy minds, will, and practices 
It is, nevertheless, Christ's, though we have it ; for it is 
ours not by nature, but by faith and adoption; it is 
the gift 01 God : but still though not ours as of or 
from ourselves, for in that sense it is Christ's, for it is 
of and from him, yet it is ours and must be oure in 
possession, efficacy and enjoyment, to do us any good, 
or Christ's righteousness will profit us nothing.' 

As through Disobedience man fell away from his state 
of innocency and favor with God, so through Obedi- 
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ence he is restored to favor — an obedience made 
possible to him through living faith in our crucified 
Lord, who, " though he was a Son, yet learned obedi- 
ence by the things which he suffered; and having 
been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey 
him, the author of eternal salvation ; named of God 
a high priest after the order of Melchizedek." Heb. 
5-8, 9 (N. V.) So we find that Friends taught that 
saving faith in Christ was productive of holy Mvirig, 
which is in accordance with the Apostle's words, " But 
now being made free from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto sanctification, and the 
end eternal life. For the wages of sin is death ; but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." Romans ft-22, 23 (N. V.) An intellectual 
perception of the truth of the Atonement is not suffi- 
cient, but it must be an actual possession to the soul, 
brought home to its consciousness by the mighty 
power of the living Christ, and sealed upon the heart 
through the offices and work of the Holy Spirit 
Says a great and good man of the present time : " But 
it was in our name that the great work of that hour 
of atonement was performed, and we can derive bene- 
fit from it only as we ratify it Apart from this the 
righteous One died and expiated our fault to no pur- 
pose. He only will be saved who unites himself to 
Christ, not with a view of offering again a sacrifice 
which was perfect in itself, but in oraer to make it his 
own by an earnest acceptance and a living f aith. If 
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the imputation of Christ's merits was all external, it 
would be found that He had obeyed in order to dis- 

gjnse us from obeying. If that had been His object, 
e need not have left Heaven at all. True, we are 
not shut up to our own merits ; we believe most 
firmly that we could never succeed in weaving a 
wedding garment such as would allow of our sitting 
down at our heavenly Father's banquet We must 
receive it from the Kedeemer's hands, and this robe is 
his own .royal robe, which he has dyed in the crimson 
of His own blood." 

It was said in an Epistle issued by the second-day 
morning's meeting in London, 26th of 11th mo., 1690, 
concerning Greorge Fox, the Founder of the Society 
of Friends, " He knew and preached the mystery of 
Christ revealed, the life and substance and the power 
of godliness, above all shadows and forms : the Lord* 
endued him with a hidden wisdom and life." Thus 
it would appear that the Society of Friends were a 
people raised up of God for an especial purpose; 
that He intended them to occupy their own particular 
Place in the Family of Christian Churches ; and that 
they had an especial Trust committed to them : that 
they were to hold up before the world not only a 
theological, not only an historical Christ, but the 
Spiritual Christ revealing himself in the heart of the 
believer and making His immediate will known there 
through the immediate operation and teaching of the 
Holy Spirit: that they were commissioned also to 
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teach both by precept and example that Love is the 
essential element of the believer's heart, its atmos- 
phere, the condition for Christ's abiding presence 
there, and that Love is the soul's power both to know 
and to do God's will For " Love never faileth : but 
whether there be prophecies they shall be done away ; 
whether there be tongues they shall cease ; whether 
there be knowledge it shall be done away." 1 Cor. 
18-8. (N. V.) " And this is love, that we should walk 
after His commandments." 2d Epistle of John, 6th 
verse (N. V.) " And the Jews marveled, saying, How 
knoweth this man letters, having never learned ? Jesus 
therefore answered them, and said, My teaching is not 
mine, but his that sent ma If any man willeth to do 
His will, he shall know of the teaching whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak from my sell" John 7-15, 
"16, 17. (New version). Christ's Church is built upon 
the immutable Bock of Ages. " God is love ; and he 
that abideth in love abideth in God and God abideth 
in him." 1 John 4-16, (N. V.) Christ's Church 
is invincible, for He is himseli the chief corner 
stone. Christ's kingdom shall be set up, " A kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed. Forasmuch as thou 
sawest the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, 
the clay, the silver and the gold." Daniel 2-44, 45. 
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DAVID'S PSALM OF PRAISE. 



I will extol thee, my God, King; 

And 1 will bless thy name forever and ever. 
Every day will I bless thee; 

And I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 

And his greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall praise thy works to another, 

And shall declare thy mighty acts. 
I will speak of the glorious honor of thy majesty, 

And of thy wondrous works : 
And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts, 

And I will declare thy greatness. 
They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, 

And shall sing of thy righousness. 
The Lord is gracious, anil full of compassion-;;. fa 

Slow to anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord is good to all; 

And his tender mercies are over all his works. 
All thy works shall praise thee, Lord; 

And thy saints shall bless thee; 
They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 

And talk of thy power; 
To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 

And the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 
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Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And thy dominion endureth throughout all generations, 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 

And raiseth up those that be bowed down, 
The eyes of all wait upon thee : 

And thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest thine hand, 

And satisflest the desire of every living thing. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 

And holy in all his works. 
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 

To all that call upon him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him ; 

He also will hear their cry, and will save them. 
The Lord preserveth all them that love him : 

But all the wicked will he destroy. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 

And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever. 

145 Psalm. 



The conversion of Margaret Fell under the preach- 
ing of George Fox may with profit be introduced here 
and serve as an illustration of this new way, when there 
was preached " the life and substance and the power of 
godliness, above all shadows and forma" It is as 
follows : " And when they were singing before the 
sermon, George Fox came in, and when they had done 
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singing he stood up upon a seat or form and desired 
that he might have liberty to speak ; and he that was 
in the pulpit said he might And the first words that 
he spoke were as follbweth : * He is not a Jew which is 
one outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is 
outward ; but he is a Jew that is one inwardly and that 
is circumcision which is of the heart/ and so he went on 
and said that Christ was the light of the world and 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, and 
that by this light they might be gathered to God, &c 
I stood up in my pew and wondered at his doctrine ; 
for I had never heard such before. And then he went 
on and opened the Scriptures and said, 4 The Scriptures 
were the prophets' words and Christ's and the Apostles' 
words, and what as they spoke they enjoyed and pos- 
sessed, and had it from the Lord,' and said ' Then what 
had any to do with the Scriptures but as they came to 
the Spirit that gave them forth. You will say Christ 
saith this and the Apostles say this ; but what canst 
thou say ? Art thou a child of light and hast walked in 
the light and what thou speakest is it inwardly from 
God ? This opened me so, that it cut me to the heart ; 
and then I saw clearly we were all wrong. So I sat 
down in my pew again and cried bitterly ; and I cried 
in my spirit to the Lord, * We are all thieves, we are all 
thieves, we have taken the Scriptures in words and 
know nothing of them in ourselves.' " 

It is our privilege to compare the writings of Early 
Friends witn the New Testament Scriptures, and witn 
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the aid of the Holy Spirit shining in to our hearts, see 
if their legitimacy is established. "If we assert the 
essential superiority of the Holy Spirit, it is not that 
we regard the sacred writings as a fallible standard, or 
do not truly reverence them ; but only that we are anx- 
ious to distinguish between that which is produced, and 
the power which produced it ; between the work which 
we can see and handle, and its divine, unchangeable Au- 
thor." * * * " Friends have always regarded it as an 
especial duty to insist on the great principle, that ' the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God ;' 
and that we cannot possibly obtain a saving knowledge 
of the truths revealed in tne Bible, except by the gra- 
cious aid of its omnipotent Author." (Gurney's Ob- 
servations.) 

Through a long period of time of which the Old 
Testament Scriptures are a Eecord, the world became 
prepared for the appearance of God's incarnate Word 
— His Son Jesus Christ, born of the virgin Mary — of 
whom we read " that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures ; and that he was buried and that he 
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures ;" 
who said of himself also, " Behold I stand at the door 
and knock : if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and 
he with me." Eev. 3-20. Thus from the Eecord are 
we enjoined to attend to the voice of Christ — to the 
voice of the living Christ, to the voice of Him whom 
the grave could not hold, for He knocks at our hearts 
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for entrance. He comes to every child as well as to 
every man and woman. He comes with " a still small 
voice," giving gentle intimations of duties to be per- 
formed, putting checks upon -every spirit, reproving the 
sinful and comforting the obedient soul. That this 
especial doctrine of Friends " The immediate and per- 
ceptible guidance of the Holy Spirit," may not be al- 
lowed to fall into disrepute, nor any ideas of men in 
regard to Goflkrian of Salvation be allowed to super- 
sede the^fMSST^view as seen in the light of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, is the prayer of many truly con- 
cerned Friends to-day — convinced members who have 
faith in Quakerism and who believe with our early 
Friends that it is primitive Christianity. Our Divine 
Teacher when personally upon earth said to the Jews, 
" Ye search the Scriptures." Our Lord had reference 
to the Old Testament Scriptures, which the Jews cher- 
ished and thought in them they had eternal life. But 
these are His words : " Ye search the Scriptures, be- 
cause ye think that in them ye have eternal life ; and 
these are they which bear witness of me. And ye will 
not come to me, that ye might have life." John-89, 
40, JN. V.) 

We are told upon authority that in the second cen- 
tury, a time not far removed from Christ's time and the 
Apostles,' an attempt was made to substitute philoso- 
phy for religion and to make Christianity an ingenious 
Theory — that salvation was no longer placed in the 
renovation of the heart, but in knowledge confined to 
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the few — a mystery placed beyond the reach of the 
multitude. It has been well remarked by an eminent 
writer, that if these views be sound, the true Saviour 
is he who first advised man to gather the fruit of knowl- 
edge — the subtle dialectician of Eden. In this day of 
running to and fro and of increasing knowledge, we 
have need of timely warning. In George Fox's day 
the priests declared also that " the Spirit and the letter 
were inseparable," to which George Pox replied, "then 
every one that hath the letter hath the spirit ; and they 
might buy the spirit with the letter of the Scriptures," 
and may we not add carry it in their pockets or in 
their hands and be ready to diffuse the spirit by read- 
ing their own selections and choosing their own Bible 
lessons ? It may be heathf ul to call things by their 
right names, and come to know for ourselves that if we 
depart from the principles of the Founders of our Soci- 
ety and adopt practices widely at variance with these 
principles, we can no longer lay claim to the name 
which at that early day distinguished them — Friends. 
Said William Penn, " As the Jews resisted God in the 
flesh, so although the Holy Spirit has been * poured 
upon all flesh/ men still resist God in the Spirit The 
people called Friends, in common with other professing 
christians, had the Holy Bible. They studied and were 
familiar with its text ; but they drew from it a higher 
morality and a more spiritual religion. From their at- 
tention to the immediate and perceptible teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, they came nearer to the mind of Christ. 
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For said our Lord, " He shall glorify me : for he shall 
take of mine, and shall declare it unto you." John 
16-14 (N. V.) The emphatic declaration of the arisen 
Lord to His disciples is, " and lo I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world." (N. V.) Friends 
were truly Bible christians, but they read the sacred 
page by a clearer light than fell upon any merely 
scholarly translator of the original text Said a dis- 
puter with George "Fox — a priest, one who opposed the 
idea of the immediate and perceptible guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and who did not know Christ to be the 
very Minister of ministers, " The Spirit of truth affords 
nothing but endless varieties." To which George Fox 
replied, "The Spirit of truth said, ' There is but one 
thing needful ;' but that Spirit which affords nothing 
but endless varieties, is not the Spirit of truth, but is 
gone out into curious notions ; ana the number of its 
names and colours is read nowhere but in the unity of 
the Spirit of Truth." * * * "I have read the epistles 
to Timothy and to the IJebrews ; and there I find the 
duty of all believers is to see the law of the new cov- 
enant written in the heart, whereby all may know God, 
from the least to the greatest" 

Friends from their first rise as a people accepted 
views in regard to the Ministry which were not in ac- 
cordance with the common belief of that time. Said 
George Fox, " as I was walking in a field on a First-day 
morning the Lord opened unto me that being bred at 
Oxford or Cambridge was not enough to qualify men to 
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be ministers of Christ, and I wondered at it, for it was 
the common belief of people." Also Friends renounced 
all formalism in worship, including the " Sacraments " 
so-called, and all support to an hireling ministry ; they 
expressed opposition to all war, both offensive and de- 
fensive, and bore their testimony against not it onty, 
but against Legal Swearing, Slavery, and later on, 
against the use of distilled spirituous liquors and fer- 
mented wines. They did not escape suffering on these 
accounts, but were able to possess their souls in patience, 
and became to the world leaders in every good cause 
and foremost in the ranks of all Moral Reformers and 
of men of enlightened religious thought The Doc- 
trine of Universal Saving Grace and Light made 
Friends a peculiar People. " It is said sometimes in 
this day, that other denominations are coming to accept 
their doctrine of the Holy Spirit ; but a little investiga- 
tion of the subject will prove them to be far from it" 
There are indeed in our day, a few men, who, reading 
truth by the light of God in history, have arrived at 
ideas which lend support to Friends' convictions in re- 
gard to baptism and trie Lord's Supper and the Jewish 
Sabbath ; and high authorities have acknowledged the 
benefit which the world has derived from the stand 
taken by George Fox in regard to oaths. The em- 

Shatic recognition of this benefit by men eminent in 
Inglish Law confirms the wisdom of early Friends and 
justifies our assurance that they " did not follow cun- 
ningly devised fables" (N. V.) but the living truth 
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when they adhered firmly to their convictions in regard 
to oaths. These authorities declare that the best battle 
fought in the interests of the people as against an over- 
powerful Judge and Law Court, was that fought by- 
George Fox when offered the oath of allegiance by his 
Eersecutors, they knowing he would not swear. We 
ave but to read the Journal of this man of God, this 
man instructed by the immediate teaching of the Spirit 
of God, to learn for ourselves that he ever stood firmly 
for his right of individual conscience. He fought this 
case up to the highest Court > refusing pardon from the 
king, and was able to quash the Indictment, maintain 
his conscience void of offence, and secure his freedom, 
after eighteen months of imprisonment and conflict 
Do we not seem to hear the words of the Master, " And 
when they bring you before the Synagogues and the 
rulers and the authorities, be not anxious how or what 
ve shall answer or what ye shall say : for the Holv 
Spirit shall teach you in that verv hour what ye ought 
to say ? " Luke 12-11 (N. V.) 

Some who have not found it expedient to break 
away from the observance of the Sacraments so-called, 
have yet through their own spiritual sense and logical 
reasoning so far done away with all but the spiritual 
meaning which they still attach to them, as to make 
the outward performance of them a truly unnecessary 
act These snow that the form of administering bap- 
tism has so changed since the Apostolic time (as George 
Fox said, u not onlv out of the life but out of the form 
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too ") that the original meaning is nearly lost ; they 
have come to a more reasonable manner of observing 
both Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; and by recog- 
nizing that in extreme cases these may be dispensed 
with, they admit that the essence is to be had without 
the form at all. Their position is clearly indicated in 
these words : " The moment the door is opened for the 
moral consideration of what is due to mercy and hu- 
manity, the whole frabic of the strict Sacramental sys- 
tem vanishes, and reason, justice and charity step in to 
take their rightful places. In other words, the one 
spiritual baptism is all that reason, justice and charity 
can sustain. It is even admitted by Wall, the great 
Anglican authority on Infant Baptism, to be sufficient 
He says : " Quakers may be regarded as baptised be- 
cause they have the substance of that of which baptism 
is the sign." And it is declared by a devout Scottish 
Bishop in regard to bread and wine, " It is only by 
the mind that we can appreciate the mind and heart of 
Christ — only by the spirit that we can appropriate his 
Spirit And therefore (it is an old truth but one which 
requires to be again and again repeated) all acts of so- 
called Communion with Christ, have no Biblical or 
spiritual meaning except in proportion as they involve 
or express a moral fellowship with the Holv, the Just, 
the Pure and the Truthful, wherever his likeness can 
be found" Again Friends have borne witness to this 
Communion — this fellowship with the just and pure 
and true wherever it is to be realized, not only by the 
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expression of it in words, but by the christian love 
which has characterized their lives. 

And brotherly kindness and christian charity, which 
are surely the very internal sense and meaning of the 
cup, are brought out and made to appear in the manner 
of their church government The manner of deciding 
questions of Church Polity among Friends has been 
such as to recognize that Christ himself is the head of 
his own church, and to emphasize the words of our 
Lord, " For One is your teacher and all ye are breth- 
ren." (N. V.) So that decisions have been arrived at 
not by majorities, not by numbers, but by a sense of 
their spiritual weight And when the eviaent mind of 
Christ nas not been accepted by all, Friends have been 
willing to wait until they became as nearly as possible 
a unit Believing that the address to the early disciples 
may be applied and accepted by christians in thepres- 
ent day, we thus adopt their decisions as right " What 
things soever ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound in 
Heaven ; and what things soever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in Heaven." Mat 18-18 (N. V.) Men 
who are imbued with the spirit of Quakerism, which is, 
as we believe, primitive Christianity revived, do not in 
any degree preach or teach infallibility in themselves or 
as belonging to any man. They heed the exhortations 
of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians, " Try your own 
selves, whether ye be in the faith ; prove your own 
selves ; or know ye not as to your own selves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you r unless inaeed ye be reprobate* " 2 
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Cor. 13-5 (N. V.) So that being in the love and 
power of God, and the mind of Christ being spoken 
through them ; unity of action and unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace will be insured. For " there is 
one body and one spirit, even as also ye were called in 
one hope of your calling/' Eph. 4rA (N. V.), and the 
united church becomes a power which a distracted por- 
tion of it cannot become. The self-will and pre-arrange- 
ment of any one man or company of men who break 
down all rule and all authority of united Church gov- 
ernment, and who in action deny, " one God and Father 
of all who is over and through all and in all," Eph. 4-6 
(N. V.), we believe to be a state wherein men walk not 
charitably — a condition of things which can bring no 
lasting good to the church — and is offensive to Him who 
through the ages has been seeking to be all things to 
His own church and people ; Who will not give His 
glory to another ; Who is Himself alone High Priest ; 
and who has declared " I will be to them a God and 
they shall be to me a people ; and they shall not teach 
every man his fellow citizen and every man his brother 
saying, Know ye the Lord : for all shall know me from 
the least to the greatest of them. " Heb. 8-10, 11 (N. V.) 
It is very needful to remember that the church mili- 
tant is the struggling church on earth, and though we 
bow our knees unto the Father " from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is named," so that it is 
one with the Church triumphant in Heaven, it is still 
the militant church, struggling with infirmities and 
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possessing but imperfect spiritual knowledge at the 
test, which spiritual knowledge is imparted variously 
and in various measures. Here then is the opportunity 
for the exercise of the greatest of all the christian vir- 
tues and without which we are nothing — Charity or 
Love (I Cor. 13 chpt) Love and condescension then 
are needed in large measure, not alone in individual 
members, but in the church at large. "The Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea the deep things of God ; " out, 
said the Apostle Paul to the church at Corinth, " And 
I brethren could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, 
but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ" I Cor. 3-1 
(N. V.) 

We are told the phrase " binding " and " loosing " 
meant in the language of the Jewish schools declaring 
what is right and what is 'wrong ; and the meaning of 
the expression as addressed to the first disciples we are 
further told, u That humble as they seemed to be, yet 
by virtue of the new spiritual life and new spiritual in- 
sight which Christ brought into the world, their decis- 
ions in cases of right and wrong would be invested 
with all and more than all the authority which had 
belonged before to the masters of the Jewish Assem- 
blies — to the Rulers and Teachers of the Synagogue — 
that it was the same promise as was expressed in 
substance in those other well-known passages : ' It is 
not ye that speak, but the spirit of my father which 
speaxeth in you.' ' He that is spiritual judgeth all 
tnings/ 4 Ye have an unction from the Holy One and 
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ye know all things and need not that any man should 
teach you.' "The Comforter shall lead you into all 
truth. This interpretation of the Scriptures as ad- 
dressed to the first disciples, Friends have applied to 
disciples of later time, as has been already shown, be- 
lieving that they have but to observe the conditions of 
the true spiritual communion, Love — love to Christ and 
love to the brethren — in order to experience it So that 
in their religious meetings Friends acknowledge the 
alone headship of Christ and the universal priesthood 
of believers. 

The same learned authority from whom the express- 
ions upon the binding and loosing power of the first 
disciples have been quoted, has but expressed the views 
of early Friends in regard to the name Sabbath when 
applied to the first day of the week. He tells us that 
" In Col. 2-16, the very name of Sabbath has been con- 
demned by St Paul — that the very name of the Lord's 
Day and the First day of the week is a protest against 
it" He further adds, " It is still possible and it is still 
our duty to acknowledge the principle of the Ancient 
Law — * I was in the spirit on the Lord's day ; ' that is 
what we should all strive to attain. Although the day 
has been changed from the Seventh to the First-day 
everywhere — nay even had it been further changed as 
Calvin intended from Sunday to Thursday — even had 
it been further changed, as Tyndale, the foremost of 
English Reformers, proposed, from the Seventh to the 
Tenth Day — yet still there would survive the sblemn 



25 

obligation * * * * of rest and worship as long as hu- 
man nature remains what it is, as long as the things 
which are temporal are seen, and the things which are 
eternal are unseen." This is no new doctrine to the 
Society of Friends, which discouraged the use of the 
name Sabbath and held with simplicity to the name 
First-day, considering it not as time pre-eminently holy 
beyond other days, but a time set apart more especially 
for holy purposes — for rest and worship. " There is 
an element of rest in the Divine Nature itself." " The 
Sabbath was made for man," and men have need to be 
continually reminded of the obligations of the day of 
Rest : the obligation of rest for tired muscles of man 
and beast, the obligation of rest for overworked brains 
and exhausted powers of life, and not only so, but the 
solemn obligation resting upon all God's creatures made 
to glorify Him in their bodies and their spirits which 
are His, to observe at least one day in seven, set apart 
by common consent pre-eminently as an opportunity 
wnerein the souls of men may draw near to God in wor- 
ship ; not as driven by the arm of civil law, u but walk- 
ing as those to pleasant service led." 

And now in following along the line of thought of 
men and women who have combined strong intellectual 
faculties and high cultivation with receptive spiritual 
natures instructed in the deep things of God ; and no- 
ticing that their conclusions coincide with those reached 
by Friends long ago through their obedience to the im- 
mediate teaching of the Holy Spirit when unlearned in 
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human lore, — for said Wm. Penn of George Fox, 
" many times hath my soul bowed in humble thankful- 
ness to the Lord, that he did not choose any of the wise 
and learned of this world to be the first messenger in 
our age of his blessed truth to men ; but that he took 
one that was not of high degree, or elegant speech, or 
learned after the way of this world, that his message 
and work he sent him to do might come with less sus- 
picion or jealousy of human wisdom or interest, and 
with more force and clearness upon the consciences of 
those that sincerely sought the way of truth in the love 
of it,' " — we may assert with confidence, that " the light 
of Christ within " is none other than the immediate and 
manifest presence in men's hearts, of Him who said, " I 
am the Way, and the Truth and the Life ; " the living 
presence in the souls of men of Him of whom it was 
said " in him was life and the life was the light of men," 
making the way so plain " that way-faring men though 
fools shall not err therein." We will believe that it is 
safe to follow the immediate teaching of the Spirit — 
safe to follow the Spirit of Truth which is come — the 
Promise of the Father — safe to exhort others now, to- 
day, as did George Fox in his day, to turn to their own 
Teacher, Christ, and not depend upon any self-appointed 
and self-styled teacher of modern time. And it is im- 
perative in order " that your fruit should abide," (N. 
V.) to commend this one, true, Spiritual Guide to the 
respect and to the acceptance of men in every succeed- 
ing age of the world " My sheep hear my voice, and 
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I know them, and they follow me : and I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, and no 
one shall snatch them out of my hand. My Father 
which hath given them unto me is greater than all ; and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I 
and the Father are one." John 10-27, 28, 29, 30 (N. V.) 
These introductory pages may rightly close with the 
testimony of Thomas 0. Upham, D. D., given in 4857, 
of whom it said, " His opinion is entitled to considera- 
tion, for he has thoroughly studied the history and 
writings of Friends. He found the central point of 
Quakerism." It is as follows : — " I have carefully studied 
the Bible in the original languages. I have visited the 
Holy Land — the places memorable in Scripture history 
and the earthly life of Christ, and what is more im- 

F>rtant, I have had many years of christian experience, 
wish others as far as possible to have the benefit of 
my study and experience. The conclusion of the whole 
matter with me is an abiding conviction that Christianity 
is true, and that the Society of Friends have produced 
the highest and best statement of Spiritual Christianity 
yet made. Their spiritual view of Christ, their doctrine 
of universal saving Grace and light, are yet in advance 
of the age and of the views entertained by any other 
denomination on this important subject I am an old 
man and could not at this time in life change my de- 
nomination either with profit to myself or the cause ; 
but I entertain the same views that were taught by 
Early Friends." 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 



There have been many dispensations of God to the 
sons of men since the creation of the world. What has 
been the great end of them all ? 

Ans. The glory of God's name in the creation and 
restoration of man. 

In the beginning the world was in innocency: The 
morning stars sang together for joy and all parts of 
God's works said Amen to his law. Did this happy 
state last long ? 

Ans. It did not Man reached above his own place 
after knowledge, and so through disobedience to God's 
•command he fell below the place God had put him in. 

Was he now any longer fit for Paradise ? 

Ans. He was not He no longer loved to hear God's 
voice, and he was driven out from the garden of Eden, 
a poor vagabond, to wander in the earth, the home of 
the beasts. 

Did God feel any pity for him in this condition ? 

Ans. He did, and provided for him a Saviour. 

Why was it necessary for man to have a Saviour? 

Ans. Because, being deceived by the serpent and 
laving disobeyed God's command, he was now the 
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servant of satan, sold under sin, and was no longer 
God's good son. He had lost his spiritual understand- 
ing ; he did not love God. He had lost his capacity to 
commune with his Maker, and God's voice, which nad 
been so pleasant to him, now terrified him. He was in 
a great difficulty and could not get out of it unless God 
brought him out He and his descendants were lost in 
a desert land and in the waste howling wilderness of 
the world, and could not find their way back to the 
father s house. So they were " bought with a price," 
and the Way shown to them whereby they might come 
back. 

What di# God do for man's deliverance ? 

Ana He sent another Adam, Jesus Christ, the only 
son of God, born of the virgin Mary, who was " the seed 
of the woman " promised in the beginning, who should 
come and should bruise the serpent's head; and by 
Him the Way was made back to God, He having " ob- 
tained eternal redemption" and made for us "peace 
through the blood of his cross." Col 1-20, (N. V;) 

What were God's Dispensations to men immediately 
after the fall of man ? 

Ana The outward dispensation that followed the 
darkened state of man after the fall, especially among 
the Patriarchs, was generally that of Angels ; the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament in many places express this, 
as to Abraham, Jacob, &c. The next was that of the 
Law of Moses, which was also delivered by Angels, as 
the Apostle tells ua 
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Men, through disobedience and going away from 
God, went into fearful darkness. They went away 
from light, for " God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all." They were so blinded in their minds that they 
did not know their condition. 

What did the dispensation of the Law of Moses be- 
come to them ? 

Ans. It was a School-master or Governor to bring them 
to Christ It was a ceremonious and imperfect dispen- 
sation. The people had to be trained in habits of obe- 
dience and be prepared to look and long for the Messiah 
who was to come, who would deliver them from this 
servitude, but they did not understand the spiritual 
nature of Christ's Kingdom which was to be set up in 
the heart 

How did this dispensation end ? 

Ans. This dispensation ended in John the Baptist's 
ministry. 

How was John the Baptist's ministry finished ? 

Ans. By the coming of Christ the fulness of all : 
Christ the end of the Law, of whom John testified, " He 
must increase but I must decrease." 

Did Christ's coming destroy the Law or the Prophets ? 

Ans. Christ said, " think not I am come to destroy 
the Law or the Prophets. I am not come to destroy 
but to fulfill. "He came to accomplish all things in the 
Law by obedience to the law — by obedience unto 
death, and so fulfill in Himself all that the Prophets had 
ever foretold concerning Him. 
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How can we keep God's Law ? 

Ans. In a state of nature we are in rebellion against 
God's law. We have broken his righteous law (for all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God) and 
we need Forgiveness ; so if through Eepentance for sin 
and a godly sorrow, we come to accept Christ as the 
alone Propitiation for sin and in whom all the Law was 
fulfilled, — accept Christ in the sense that His righteous- 
ness becomes u ours in actual possession, efficacy and 
enjoyment through the efficacy of the blood of cleans- 
ing, even the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth 
from all sin the consciences of those that through the 
living Faith come to be sprinkled with it," we are 
brought into a condition to keep God's law. When 
like the Prodigal son in the far country of sin, we are 
awakened to a sense of our condition through the love 
of God which follows us continually, and when by the 
true light, even " the light which lighteth every man 
coming into the world," we come to ourselves and arise 
in our penitence and go to our Heavenly Father and 
make our confession of sin : for the sake of his unalter- 
able Love — revealed in " the Lamb that hath been slain 
from the foundation of the world " Rev. 18-8 (N. V.), 
we receive free pardon, and the best robe is put upon 
us ; the robe of Christ's righteousnesa Sin is no longer 
our covering, but having no righteousness of our own, 
Christ's righteousness is imputed to us and we are cov- 
ered by the Father's own hand with this the best robe 
of the Father's house. " A man that hath set at nought 
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Moses' law, dieth without compassion, on the word of 
two or three witnesses : of how much sorer punishment, 
think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ? " 
Heb. 10-23, 29 (N. V.) 
How is Christ the Propitiation for our sins, and not 

for ours onlv but also for the sins of the whole world ? 

** • i 

Ans. " Herein was the love of God manifested in us, 
that God hath sent his only begotten Son into the 
world that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." I John 4-9, 
10 (N. V.) It would seem the word of reconciliation 
had never gone out to the whole sinful world and the 
language of entreaty been heard — " be ye reconciled to 
God," until it was made possible by Christ's death upon 
the cross. The rebellious world could not receive, 
neither could it be made to know the love of God, until 
Love had made proof by the sacrifice of itself : until by 
the sacrifice of the Son of God the " inherent and ever- 
lasting mercy of God was made apparent to human eyes 
and ears." "For the grace of God hath appeared 
bringing salvation to all men " (New Version) and that 
which has been spoken through the prophet Joel has 
come " And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour forth my Spirit upon all flesh." For the 
promise is to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
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Lord our God shall call unto him, thus making it pos- 
sible for all men, if they will through the obedience of 
faith, to accept Christ and obey Him in the spirit though 
His outward history has never reached them. And so 
we believe God's love goes out to all His lost children 
of every nation, kindred, tongue and people, and has 
gone out in every age of the world : and by ways and 
means of His own, the good Remembrancer enables 
every one to remember the Father's house and ifhewiU^ 
to arise and go to his Father, who meets His penitent 
returning child " when yet a great way off." 

With what feelings are we to regard the Holy Scrip- 
tures ? 

Ans. " We are bound to acknowledge them to be 
the free gift of the God of light to a dark and fallen 
world," and to remember that to men who enjoy the 
light of this blessed Book the trust has been committed 
of disseminating it in the dark corners of the earth, that 
those who have not the outward knowledge of " that 
mighty plan of redemption and salvation," which it is 
our privilege and our joy to know, may be sharers with 
us in our manifold and unmerited blessings. We may 
ask, who that dares to regard with indifference this 
Holy Book would yet be willing to exchange his home 
in the land of Bibles for a home where this wonderful 
Revelation has never gone ? Would he like the people 
as well, would he like their customs and their laws as 
well ? It might be well for scoffers to make the ex- 
change, until by sorrowful experiences they should find 
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for themselves that the air which has blown over Bibles 
has wafted to them innumerable and countless blessings 
which their lives have assimilated, while their hearts 
and their mouths have failed to appreciate and acknowl- 
edge the Christian religion as the source of them all. 
The following is from Friends' Eeview of 11 mo., 1884: 
" We have desired to draw attention to the language 
employed by a Hebrew thinker towards Him whom 
Frienas own as the Light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. We venture to think that when 
these sentences have been pondered, they will add a 
new force to that deep saying of St Paul in which he 
declares that ' the receiving of them shall be life from 
the dead.' * * * ' And as regards the saviourship of 
Jesus, what have the Jews to say ? ' I mean, of coui*se, 
the thinking, the enlightened Jews, the Jews who have 
a religion in their heart, the Jews whose religion does 
not consist in the mere negation of the religion of their 
neighbors. Do these Jews grudge Jesus of Nazareth 
his Saviourship ? No ! a thousand times, No ! for how 
could they do so ? Surely every enlightened and pious 
Jew must see and freely acknowledge that if Jesus is no 
Saviour of those who do not believe on him, he is a 
Saviour of those who do believe on him. For what 
were the Gentiles before the light of Christianity rose 
upon them ? Chaste lips cannot repeat what their own 
great authors write of them and their immorality. No 
one can read without a burning cheek what Juvenal 
says of their men, what Seneca says of their married 
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women, what Tacitus says of their emperors, what our 
and your St Paul, the Jew and the christian, says of 
the moral degradation of the Eoman converts previously 
to their conversion to moral and glorious Christian- 
ity. Of a truth ! Jesus is a Saviour of the Gentile 
world, seeing that ye, Gentile Christians, are the seal of 
his Saviourship in God ! May then Christianity yet 
bring many thousands and millions of men to Christian 
worship, to the worship of the God first recognized and 
taught by Israel to mankind. May Christianity make 
known to the unconverted heathen the unknown God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, Him who desireth His 
human creatures to be just and righteous and above all, 
holy, even as He Himself is just and righteous and 
holy.' " 

Christ himself commands, " Go ve into all the world 
and preach the Gospel (Good News) to the whole crea- 
tion." Mark 16-15 (N. V.) He has honored His 
saints witli a part in His great work of saving souls. 
Should any be unmindful of their duty and their privi- 
lege, they dishonor God and deprive themselves of 
riches and of an abundant entrance into His Kingdom ; 
but that God would leave the eternal destinies of any 
soul exclusively in the hands of any being of his own 
creation, is an idea as preposterous as unjust The 
slackness of any one cannot deprive the most benighted 
heathen of his claims upon God's mercy. But as says 
Dr. Livingstone, u Mission enterprise is not the work of 
a class, or an order only, or of the few who go to it 
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It is the nearest and paramount duty and privilege of 
every individual ;" ana as is said by Dr. Moffat, " The 
Church which prospers is a missionary church, and just 
in proportion as the church is missionary will it pros- 
per," so the true members of Christ's cnurch will be, 
must be iL workers together with God»" The church 
which is united to Christ, her glorious Head, will have 
part in his work, and will be joined to Him in heart 
and purpose and interest And the language of our 
Lord declaring " My Father worketh even until now 
and I work " (John 5-17 N. V.) will be accepted as an 
imperative call to the church that she too must work. 

The following extract is taken from the Doctrines of 
the Friends by E. Bates, 1825. He says, " A man, we 
know, may exist in a state of extreme privation. And 
yet no one would suppose there would be no advan- 
tage, no blessing in anything he could possess above 
the state of privation and mere existence. And thus 
in the case before us ; though we contend that a man 
may be saved who is deprived of all instrumental ad- 
vantages, yet we are bound to acknowledge that these 
external means are favours for which we should be 
deeply and reverently thankful to Almighty God, who 
has been pleased to bestow them upon us. And the Holy 
Scriptures stand preeminently high among these bless- 
ings for which we be should be thus thankful. ' Bless 
the Lord, my soul ' said the Psalmist, ' and forget 
not all his benefits.* Ps. 103-2. And this remains to 
be the language of the pious mind. Thus the Society 
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of Friends from the beginning, though they have been 
unwilling to apply a n^ie to the S^iptui4 whioli be- 
longs to the Divinity (Word of God)— and though they 
have been unwilling to ascribe to them an office and an 
efficacy which belong to Christ, yet they have valued 
them above all other writings in the world : and in all 
cases and at all times, have been willing to bring their 

Srinciples and practices to them as to a certain test" 
oseph John Guraey in his Observations on the Distin- 
guishing Views and Practices of the Society of Friends 
— says of Friends, " They joyfully confess that the lapse 
of time and the carelessness of transcribers, have not 
been permitted to deprive the Scriptures of a single 
doctrinal truth, or a single moral principle ; that tne 
wisdom, richness and harmony of their contents, afford 
abundant proof that they came from God ; and that aft 
the original record of all religious truth, they stand, 
and ever must stand, unrivalled and alone." He further 
adds in this connection that " Certainly there is nothing 
in our genuine principles which need discourage any 
one from a critical study of the Bible in an humble and 
teachable spirit" He refers to the fact that " Many of 
the early members of the Society " (followers of tnefr 
unlearned leader George Fox) " were persons of consid- 
erable learning, and they never scrupled to make use of 
their literature for the elucidation of religious subjects— 
a remark which applies with peculiar force to Barclay 
the apologist" 

Do Friends employ the term Holy Trinity ? 
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Ans. They do not " They prefer to follow the ex- 
ample of the holy men who were inspired to write the 
Holy Scriptures, and leave the subject on the general 
ground of a belief in God and his divine attributes — 
m the Divinity of Jesus Christ together with his ap- 
pearance in the flesh — and the benefit which all men 
nave derived from what he did outwardly and may de- 
rive from what he does inwardly, and in the Holy Spirit 
and His presence and operation in the hearts of men, 
according to the blessed promise of our blessed Lord 
They do not imitate those speculative theologists, who, 
attempting to explain the Divine Nature and its mode 
of subsistence, have involved themselves in endless diffi- 
culties. * * * And having stated our belief, that Jesus 
Christ by his coming and what he did and suffered, 
had placed all men in a capacity to be saved, and that 
by Ms spint and power in our hearts, He is offering us 
complete redemption and salvation — I have considered 
it improper to pry into the secret counsels of Almighty 
God, and pretend to tell why and how He prepared the 
means of redemption which He did." E. Bates. " O 
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and the 
knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments and his ways past tracing out ! For who hatn 
known the mind of the Lord ? or who hath been his 
counsellor ?" Rom. 11, 33-84 (N. V.) " Canst thou by 
searching find out God ? canst thou find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection ? It is as high as heaven ; what 
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canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou 
know ? Job 11-7, 8. 

The following story is told of a gifted German poet 
of this century : " He wanders in the Hartz mountains, 
and as he rests in the house of a mountain peasant, a 
little child, the daughter of the house, sits at his feet, 
and looks up in his troubled countenance and asks, 
4 Dost thou believe in the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost?' He makes answer in these words, ' When I sat 
as a boy on my mother's knee and learned from her to 
pray, I believed on God the Father who reigns aloft, so 
great and good, who created the beautiful earth and the 
beautiful men and women that are upon it, who to sun 
and moon and stars foretold their appointed course. 
And when I grew a little older and bigger, then I un- 
derstood more and more, then I took in new truth with 
my reason and my understanding, and I believed on 
the Son — the well- beloved Son, who in His love revealed 
to us what love is and who for His reward, as always 
happens, was crucified by the senseless world. And 
now that I am grown up and that I have read many 
books and traveled in many lands, my heart swells and 
with all my heart I believe in the Holy Ghost, the 
Spirit of Gcxl It is this Spirit which works the greatest 
of miracles, and shall work greater miracles than we 
have yet seen. It is this Spirit which breaks down all 
the strong holds of oppression and sets the bondsmen 
free, It is this Spirit which heals old death-wounds 
and throws into the old law, new life. Through this 
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Spirit it is that all men become a race of nobles, equal 
in the sight of God. Through this Spirit are dispersed 
the black clouds and dark cobwebs that bewilder our 
hearts and brains." 

The following declaration is entitled to the first place 
and is of universal application : " What John Bunyan 
said on his death bed concerning prayer is equally true 
of all religious forms : ' Let thy heart be without words 
rather than thy words without heart' " 
v Through the coming of Christ in the flesh, to live a 
life on earth and be crucified, we come to the Gospel 
day, to the Dispensation of sonship. What did the 
Apostles testify was the great end of the dispensation 
of the Son of God ? 

Ans. " To turn all men to Christ's light and spirit 
that shined in them, that they might put on Christ — 
the Light of the world, for the spirit that was more 
sparingly communicated in former dispensations began 
to be poured forth upon all flesh." 

How does God make his will known to men ? 

Ana God speaks to the understanding of men not 
only through His providences, not only through the 
Holy Scriptures which were given by inspiration of 
God and are the record of God's dealings with His 
People — the record of God's progressive teaching to 
men since the creation of the world — but God speaks 
immediately to the individual heart and conscience of 
all men by the same power and spirit by which the 
Holy Scriptures were given forth. " I will put my 
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. Laws into their mind, and on their heart also will I 

' write them." Heb. 8-10, (N. V.) God comes nearer 

to men through the dispensation of Sonship, and this 

measure of the Spirit to all men was the purchase and 

fruit of Christ's manifestation on earth 

Had Christ's power never been known on the earth 
until He came in the flesh to live a life on earth and be 
crucified ? 

Ans. He Was God's son, " the Light and Life of all 
that ever feared God." He was God's Word to the 
world, " and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God." " He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, and the world knew him not He 
came unto his own, and they that were his own received 
him not But as many as received him, to them gave 
he the right to become the children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name ; which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God." . " And the word became flesh " — 
The Word that was with God and the Word that was 
G<xl became the incarnate Word of God " (and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten from 
the Father) full of grace and truth." His human life 
of more than thirty vears, his death upon the cross for 
the sins of the rebellious world, his resurrection from 
the dead and his ascension into glory, " is the word, the 
speech that comes to us out of the eternal silence which 
surrounds the Unseen Divinity," and proclaims the 
Christ whose power was known on earth before He 
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came in the flesh — the Christ who " was the true light, 
even the light which lighteth every man coming into 
the world " — Christ who was the Word in the begin- 
ning, by whom the worlds were spoken into being, and 
whose personal presence and power and acts on earth 
have written in characters of Living Light that God is 
Love — that " Christ is over all, God blessed forever." 
Eomans 9-6 (N. V.) 

What did Early Friends teach in regard to worship ? 

Ans. Early Friends taught that all true worship is in 
spirit and in truth — that it must be performed in the 
temple of the heart — that no outward * ceremonies per- 
formed in an outward temple are in and of themselves 
worship. " Know je not that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have from 
God ? and ye are not your own, for ye were bought 
with a price: glorify God therefore in your body." 
1 Cor. 6-19, 20 (N. V.) It follows from this spiritual 
view and New Testament teaching that Friends did not 
regard any building made by men as peculiarly holy, 
or as standing on consecrated ground. The house was 
not the church, but the Believers in whose hearts the 
Holy Ghost abides formed the Church. Friends never 
spoke of their places of worship as Churches, but called 
tnem Meeting Houses. 

In the early christian church, because of jealousies 
and rivalries, there arose dissensions, and Christians be- 
gan to say, " I am of Paul ; and I of Apollos ; and I of 
Cephas ; and I of Christ" Church history informs us 
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that through the centuries corruptions crept into the 
church, threatening at times to subvert the very truth 
of God. 

Carlyle says: "No grander thing was ever done 
than when George Pox, stitching himself a suit of 
leather, went forth determined to find truth for himself 
and to do battle for it against all superstition, bigotry 
and intolerance." About the middle of the seventeenth 
century, God in his wisdom raised him up from among 
the people, to proclaim to mankind " many great, ex- 
cellent and necessary truths." Truths wmch had be- 
come hidden to the church since the Apostles' day, 
through the ambition of men and the priestly mind and 
power which in every age and condition of the church 
are seeking for the ascendency ; and through which is 
revealed the workings and continued existence of 
" That man of sin * * * he that opposeth and exalteth 
himself against all that is called God, or that is wor- 
shiped' ' 2 Thes. 2-i, (N. V.) 

Another authority asserts 01 him who was thus chos- 
en of God, " There is no character in Christian History 
since the days of its Divine Founder, more free from 
spot or stain than that of George Fox." Among the 
necessary truths which he proclaimed was this, that 
peace with God which men and women had been vainly 
seeking in outward observances, was alone to be found 
within, in the temple of. the heart where Christ reveals 
himself. And he taught that Christ was the true Light, 
even the light which Qghteth every man coining into the 



44 

world, and exhorted every one to turn to his own 
Teacher, his ever present immediate Teacher, the in- 
dwelling Christ Although at an early day different 
sects sprang up dissenting from the established customs 
and ceremonies which began grievously to oppress the 
church of God, yet Christ is not divided. And although 
the immediate and perceptible presence of Christ in the 
•church through the power of tne Holy Spirit is not in 
this nineteeth century fully recognized bv all, still 
there are those who bear witness to it as a blessed and 
glorious reality and as a fact of traiWdent importance 
to the church. One of the present day sajs these words, 
" The Christ has ever re-appeared in His Church ; and 
now in these solemn assemblies, in which are represented 
all the sections of evangelical Christianity, we have 
felt His breath warm and pure upon our souls. * * * 
Ah ! my brethern, it is time that He, the mighty and 
loving Saviour, should be manifested again in our 
midst This is the most urgent need of His Church." 

What was the consequence to those of the followers 
of George Pox who were not sufficientlj attentive to 
this Light of Christ, i. e. the Holy Spirit shining into 
iheir own hearts? 

Ans. They ran off into extravagances and obtained 
the name of Kanters. 

What peculiar views did Friends hold in regard to 
the ministry? 

Ans. That, God pours out His spirit upon sons and 
daughters, and women are called of God to preach the 
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gospel as well as men — that God bestows a Gift to be 
used for the Chureh ; that the support of Gospel minis- 
ters must be free, not forced, and tnat in no way must 
the office of minister become a way of worldly advan- 
tage and preferment George Fox said, " Christ made 
his ministers himself, gave gifts unto them, and bade 
them k pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth labor- 
era' " He taught that education alone, whether received 
at Oxford or Cambridge or at any other great university 
or institution of learning, was not sufficient to make 
ministers. He said : " Peter and John, though un- 
, learned and ignorant men as to school learning, 
preached Christ Jesus the Word which was in the be- 
i ginning. For the languages Hebrew, Greek and Latin 
j began at Babel, but Christ the Word of God was from 
; the beginning. Paul also was made an apostle not of 
men, nor by man, neither received he the gospel from 
man, but from Jesus Christ who is the same now and 
, so is the gospel as it was at that day." George Fox 
■ said also, " At another place I heard some of the 
i Magistrates said among themselves, ' if they had money 
enough they would hire me to be their minister.' This 
was where they did not well understand us or our 
i principles : but when I heard of it, I said it was time 
for me to be gone : for if their eye was so much to me, 
or to any of us, they would not come to their own 
Teacher (Christ). For this thing (hiring ministers) had 
spoiled many by hindering them from improving their 
own talents — whereas our labor is (the labor of a Friend 
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minister) to bring every one to their own Teacher in 
themselves." Friends hold that there are in the church 
" Diversities of gifts but the same Spirit," and these go 
to make up the body of Christ, so that no member can 
say to another member " I have no need of thee." 

What do Friends consider is the part of the Church 
in regard to ministers of .the Gospel ? 

Ans. Simply to acknowledge in the church the gift 
which Christ has already bestowed, when men and 
women have made full proof of their ministry. 

Do Friends hold to the belief that ministers require 
fresh baptisms of the Holy Spirit from time to time, or 
fresh anointing in order to do rightly the work of the 
ministry ? 

Ans. Friends have ever held to this view ; that they 
may discern the needs of the people and different ones 
be prepared to minister to the different conditions 

E resent, so that the food convenient for them may be 
anded out and all may be fed; while the different 
gifts are brought into exercise, women encouraged in 
the work, and the one-man ministry shut out. London 
Yearly Meeting Minute 1835, upon the subject of the 
ministry is as follows : " A living, rightly authorized 
ministry has ever been a blessing to the dhurch. Our 
views on the nature and source of gospel ministry 
have undergone no change. It is the prerogative of 
, Christ Jesus our Lord to choose and put forth his 
own ministers. A clear apprehension of Scripture 
doctrine, or a heart enlarged in love to others is not 
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of itself sufficient to this work. Whatever may be 
the talents or Scripture knowledge of any, unless 
there be a distinct call to the ministry, Our Society 
cannot acknowledge it : and except there be a sense 
of the renewed putting forth and quickening influence 
of the Holy Spirit we believe it to be utterly unsafe 
to move in the offica" It may not be inapt if minis- 
ters are compared to the water-pots which Christ 
commanded His disciples, to fill with water " and they 
filled them up to the brim." A thorough knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures and even of the languages 
Hebrew, Greek ana Latin, and all useful knowledge 
should be gathered into the mind, and by all young 
people both male and female, as none may know 
whom the Lord may call into His especial work of 
the ministry. This learning may be compared to the 
water, gooa and excellent in itself, and, as water, very 
refreshing to the natural thirst ; but, still it is the 
unstable element and not the wine of the kingdom 
which is for the refreshment of the soul, until by 
Christ's command it is said, " Draw out now and bear 
unto the ruler of the feast," (N. V.) And they bear it ; 
doing all as unto Christ and for Him, and not as unto 
men or for their own glory or promotion in the world ; 
remembering, " Freely ye received, freely give." (N. V.) 
How did Friends regard Silence ? 
Ana They regarded Silence as the basis of all true 
worship. Jriends became trained to an attitude of 
reverential silence and did not deprive or defraud 
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their children of this heathful disciplina " God is a 
) Spirit, and they that worship him must worship in 
spirit and in truth." (N. V.) Their worship consisted 
- not in words, neither in Silence, but in a holy depend- 
l ence of the mind upon God — in a truly Living Silence 
j before the Lord, who " instructs man to discretion and 
doth teach him," says the Prophet, even about natural 
things to the right cultivation of the natural soil and 
about the right treatment of natural fruits and grains 
so that the " fitches," a small pea, are not brought under 
a threshing instrument, and the "cummin/ a small 
seed, has not a cart wheel turned about upon it 
" Bread corn is bruised ; because he will not ever be 
threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor 
bruise it with his horsemen." " This also cometh forth 
from the Lord of Hosts, which is wonderful in counsel 
and excellent in working." Isaiah 28-28, 29. Will 
He not then instruct men in spiritual things, if they 
will but wait before Him in silence until the Lord him- 
self will show to men their own needs and the condition 
and needs of the people who are to be ministered unto ? 
So Friends have dared to be fools for Christ's sake and 
wait in Silence for the Lord's own time and for the 
Lord's own wisdom to direct in the doing of all His 
work, for spiritual things are spiritually discerned 
" The value of silence before the Lord as the true basis 
of worship of the unseen God, and as a fitting prelude 
for the preaching of the word in the demonstration of 
the Spirit, has been often dwelt upon ; not so much as 
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affording opportunity in which a sermon may be com- 
posed, but rather as opportunity in which the voice of 
God may be known. * * * Although for two centuries 
the Friends have been the only Christian community 
who have regarded it as an integral part of all worship, 
yet of late 4 silent prayer ' has been increasingly intro- 
duced amongst other congregations, and with an effect 
so marked that it may come to be regarded as a portion 
of the servica A deep solemnity is often spread over 
the assembled worshipers when they thus keep silence 
before God. Perhaps the exhortation to silent prayer 
might be beneficially exchanged for that of meditation 
ana harkening to His inspeaking voice. The require- 
ment even of the use of unspoken words at such times 
may tend to check that expectant waiting which is the 
blessed privilege of the humble disciple. , ' Editor of 
Friends Quarterly Examiner, London, 10 mo., 1884. 

We have in the Fallow-Field a lesson of patience and 
of waiting : 

"The days were bright, and the vear was young 

As the warm sun climbed the sty ; 
And a thousand flowers their censers swung, 

And the larks were singing high; 

For an angel swept on silent wing 
To the grave where the dead earth lay; 

Anfl the Easter dawned as the angel Spring 
Boiled the rugged stone away. 
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Then the fields grew green with springing corn, 
And some with flowers were bright ; 

And each day came with an earlier dawn, 
And a fuller, [sweeter light. 

So the year grew older, noon by noon, 

Till the reapers came one day, 
And in the light of a harvest moon 

They bore the sheaves away. 

But one field lay from the rest apart, 

As silent, lone and dead: 
And the rude share ribbed its quivering heart 

Till all its life had fled. 

And never a blade and never a flower 

On its silent ridges stirred; 
The sunshine called, and the passing shower — 

It answered never a word. 

It seemed as if some curse of ill 

Were brooding in the air, 
Tet the fallow field did the Master's will 

Though never a blade it bare; 

For it turned its furrowed face to heaven, 

Catching the light and rain: .... 
It was keeping its Sabbath— one in seven — 

That it might grow rich again. 

And the fallow field had its harvest moon, 

Reaping a golden spoil; 
And if learned in its ever brightening noon 

TJuU rest for God was toil?' 
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How did Friends regard flattering Titles to men ? 

Ana They would not use flattering titles to men, re- 
membering the command of their Lord which forbade 
His followers to call men Rabbi; which implies lord 
and master. They also used the plain language of thou 
and thee to a single person, because the use of you to a 
single person had its origin in pride, and because thou 
and thee to a single person is the grammatical language 
of Scripture. 

How did early Friends regard Superfluities ? 

Ana Superfluities of all kinds became burthensome 
to them, so that they declared it in "expression and in 
practice, and found themselves pressed to reprove others 
on these accounts. 

What did Wm. Penn declare these things to be the 
result of ? 

Ana Wm. Penn said, " these things were not the re- 
sult of humor in themselves, but a fruit of inward sense 
which God through his fear had begotten in them." 

What did Friends teach in regard to Oaths ? 

Ana They taught the sufficiency of truth-speaking, 
and that an oath would be a reproach to their christian 
veracity. Christ expressly says, "Swear not at all," 
which would include, with all true, all false and profane 
swearing. 

What is the meaning of the word Sacrament? 

Ana " The true point which is necessary to make 
anythbi£ a Sacr&ment, is some internal and mysterious 
truth or operation, hidden both from the outward sense 
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and natural reason of man, and therefore an object of 
re ligio us faith." Gurney. 

What are Baptism and the Lord's Supper called, by 
all who use them as Church Kites? 

Ans. They are called Sacraments. 

Is this term to be found in the Bible ? 

Ans. No such term is to be found in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

- What does the term Sacrament mean when applied 
to Baptism and the Lord's Supper ? 

Ans. It means that they are outward and visible 
signs of an inward grace supposed to be annexed to 
them and properly inherent in them. 

Do Friends employ them as Church Kites ? 

Ans. They do not 

Why do not Friends make use of them ? 

Ans. Because they believe there is no hidden efficacy 
in them, and that the souls of those who do use them 
cannot be benefited by what goes on the outside or is 
taken into the mouth ; and as a great deal of supersti- 
tion has grown out of the use of these ceremonies which 
has injured spiritual life and dishonored God, therefore 
Friends have put them entirely away. 

But are there not some who use them simply as out- 
ward signs and in obedience to what they believe to be 
Christ's command ? 

Ans. There are some who endeavor to hold them in 
this way. They understand it to be Christ's command 

— " this do in remembrance of Me." N. V. 
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Why do not Friends understand the Bible in the 
same way? 

Ans. Because Friends are a more Spiritual People 
and understand much other Scripture differently from 
the way the professing world usually accepts Bible 
teaching. Friends read the Bible to say that Christ's 
teaching is opposed to all War ; and many other pro- 
fessing christians do not They read the Bible to say 
that women are equally called of God to the work of 
the ministry, while other professing christians apply the 
call only to men. They understand the Bible to say 
that Gospel ministry should be free and not a paid 
ministry, and other professing christians do not So 
Friends read " as oft as ye drink it "to be a command 
not for all time, and understand also that if people have 
the inward grace they do not need the outwara sign of 
baptism, for the language of Scripture is plain, "one 
Lord, one Faith, one baptism ; " and therefore they 
accept the spiritual baptism of the Holy Ghost and of 
fire, to be the one saving and necessary baptism. 
George Fox said in regard to bread and wine and water 
Baptism, " And though the Corinthians had the bread 
ana wine and were baptized in water, the Apostle told 
them they were reprobates if Christ was not in them ; 
and bid them examine themselves — and the Apostle 
said, as oft as ye do eat this bread and drink the cup, ye 
do show forth the Lord's death (till he come), so Cnnst 
has said before that ' he was the bread of life ' 4 which 
came down from heaven ; ' and that He would come 
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and ' dwell in them/ which the Apostles did witness 
fulfilled — and exhorted others to seek for that bread 
which comes down from heaven." 

What did early Friends teach about communion and 
loving one another, and about loving our enemies, and 
about War ? 

Ana Thej taught that christians should love one 
another, having this new commandment from Christ 
himself— " That ye love one another ; even as I have 
loved you." John 15-12, (N. V.) " He that hath my 
commandments and keepeth them, he it is that lovetn 
me : and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father 
and I will love him and will manifest myself unto him." 
John 14-21, (N. V.) They taught also, " Love your 
enemies " and refuse to be revenged for injuries, for 
. saith the Lord, " Vengeance belongeth unto me ; I will 
recompense." Eomans 12-18, (N. V.) "Be not over- 
come with evil but overcome evil with good." So they 
condemned all war, both offensive and defensive, and 
affirmed that Christianity teaches people 1x> beat their 
swords into plow-shares and their spears into pruning 
hooks and to learn war no more. 

Whv have Friends adopted a pecular marriage cere- 
mony r 

Ans. Because, say they, marriage is an ordinance of 
God and He only can rightly join man and woman in 
marriage. Therefore they use neither priest nor mag- 
istrate, but the parties concerned take each other as hus- 
band and wife in the presence of credible witnesses, 
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{)romising unto each other with God's assistance to be 
oving and faithful in that relation till death shall sepa- 
rate them. 

What may we reasonably conclude is the reason that 
we see amongst Friends to-day a falling away from 
early Principles and Practices ? 

Ana The evident creeping in of Priestcraft, the de- 
sire to be called of men Rabbi, and the wish to be more 
/ conformed to the ways of other people. George Fox 
said to Friends in his day and to the ministers amongst 
them, " Truth hath an honour in the hearts of those 
who are not friends ; so that all friends being kept in 
the truth, they are kept in the honour, they are honor- 
able, for that will honor them ; but if any lose the life, 
they lose their crown, they lose their honour." Friends 
cannot lay aside that which is the distinguishing feature 
of Quakerism and still call themselves Friends without 
ceasing to be honorable in the eyes of the world. 

What did Friends teach about Repentance ? 

Ana, They taught that Repentance leads to Justifi- 
cation. That through Christ, the alone Propitiation 
for sin, repentance leads to forgiveness of sins that are 
past, and that through the cleansing and sanctifying 
power and spirit of Christ revealed in the soul, the 
creature is made inwardly just This is Justification in 
the complete sense of the word, which is commonly 
called Sanctification. 

What Doctrine did the Friends teach as growing out 
of the foregoing views ? 
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Ans. The doctrine of Christian Perfection from sin. 
They taught that the Scriptures of Truth testify it to be 

; the end of Christ's coming and the nature of His king- 

i dom and that for which His Spirit was givea " This 
state of perfection in this life," said We Penn, "is 
called a redeemed state, regeneration, or the new birth, 

. and without it none can innerit the Kingdom of God." 
"Jesus answered and said unto him, "Verily, verily, 'I 
say unto thee, except a man be born anew, he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, 

! How can a man be born when he is old ? Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man be born of 
water, and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 

/ of God." John 3-3, 4, 5, (N. V.) 

Did Friends hold this state to be perfection in wis- 
dom, or a perfection in glory in this life, or perfection 
from natural infirmities, or from death ? 

Ans. Friends never held to this view of perfection ; 
but that christian perfection from sin is the condition 
spoken of by John ; " Whosoever is begotton of God 
doeth no sin, because His seed abideth in him : and he 
cannot sin, because he is begotten of God," and again, 
" he that keepeth His commandments, abideth in Him 
and He in him. And hereby we know that he abideth 
in us by the Spirit which He gave us." 1 John 8-9, 
24, (N. V.) So christian perfection from sin is perfec- 
tion in obedience to the measure of the Holy Spirit re- 
vealed in the soul from [time <to tUne ; but not peiqf eqfton 
in the state to which the fullest revelation of Christ ux 
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the soul will ultimately bring. It is the condition of 
which St Paul speaks when he says, " Brethren t 
coqnt not myself yet to have apprehended: bqt one 
thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, 
and stretching forward to the things which are before, I 
press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus." Phil. 3-13, 14, (N. V.) 
Which goal is Perfection and attained through Obedi- 
enca It is the condition which was spoken of to Israel 
of old when the Lord spake by the mouth of His 
prophet : " O that thou hadst hearkened unto my com- 
mandments ! then had thy peace been as a river and 
thy righteousness as the waves of the Sea" The con- 
dition of the soul in this state of perfect obedience to 
the voice of the Lord, is that oi peace; it is peace 
which flows as a river, full, continuous, going on for- 
ever. But the righteousness of the soul, like the waves 
of the sea, has its ebb and flow ; mounting up and re- 
ceding and seeming to the observer of the single wave, 
even to be lost Not so to the watcher of the rising 
tide. Each succeeding wave rises higher and still 
higher. So the righteousness of christian life rises ; 
but the individual soul in its consciousness of ebb and 
flow does not boast of uninterrupted and unwavering 
progression. " There is sorrow as on the sea ; it con- 
not oe quiet" Jer. 49-23. The Eye which is over all, 
alone knows the divine energy of the " life hid with 
Christ in God " and sees that it is destined to go on en 
during unto the end and to reach at last the full tide of 
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Eternal Life " where there is no more Sea." This con- 
dition is expressed by the words of Solomon — " The 
path of \hejust is as a shining light that shineth more 
and more to the perfect day." 

How little of that road, my soul! 

How little hast thou gone! 
Take heart, aud let the thought of God 

Allure thee further on. 

The freedom from all willful sin, 

The christian's daily task — 
these are graces far below 

What longing love would ask I 

Dole not thy duties out to God, 

But let thy hand be free : 
Look long at Jesus; his sweet Blood, 

How was it dealt to thee! 

The perfect way is hard to flesh ; 

It is not hard to love ; 
If thou wert sick for want of God,. 

How swiftly wouldst thou move! 



keep thy conscience sensitive; 

No inward token miss; 
And go where grace entices thee ; — 

Perfection lies in this. 

( Be docile to thine unseen Guide; 
Love him . as He loves thee ; 
Time and obedience are enough, 
And thou a saint shall be! 

— Pabee. 
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Friends held the Doctrines of Eternal Rewards and 
Punishment Friends never formulated a creed — have 
never "pinned their faith to human amplifications of 
the Divinely revealed truth" of the Bible. 



HYMN. 

For us, confessing all our need, 

We trust nor rite, nor word, nor deed, 
Nor yet the broken staff of Creed. 

Assured alone that Thou art good ; 

To each, as to the multitude, 
Eternal Love and Fatherhood — 

* * * * * j n ft me t be 

Shall holier altars rise' to thee — 
Thy church our broad humanity! 

White flowers of love its walls shall climb, 

Soft bells of peace shall ring its chime, 
Its days shall all be holy time. 

A sweeter song shall then be heard — 

The musio of the world's accord 
Confessing Christ the Inward word t 

That song shall swell from shore to shore, 

One hope, one faith, one love restore 
The seamless robe that Jesus wore. 

Whittibr. 



60 



CONCLUSION. 



The more the Doctrine of the immediate and percep- 
tible guidance of the Holy Spirit, as presented by early 
Friends, is dwelt upon, the more solemn and awful ap- 
pear man's responsibilities. It is declared in the Scrip- 
tures of truth that " no man can say Jesus is the Lord, 
but in the Holy Spirit" Cor. 12-8, (N. V.) No 
merely intellectual perception of Truth can bring to the 
human soul the actual knowledge of Divine things. 
Spiritual things are spiritually discerned; and the 
Father of spirits reserves to Himself the right, the 
power, the ability to impress the truth of God upon the 
spirit of man which is also His gift How solemn then 
the obligations resting upon those to whom by " the 
true light, even the light which lighteth every man 
coming into the world/' these things have been revealed 
and have become an actual possession. To whom by 
the inspeaking Word of God the Word has become to 
them life and light, how imperatively their duty to see 
to it that nothing is done to distract the attention of 
men from the true Light which shines now with in- 
creased measure and has ever shone for all equally, 
though " the darkness apprehended it not," — that noth- 
ing is done to distract the attention of men from the in- 
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speaking Word of God, which Word was in the begin- 
ning, which " was with God and was God." And not 
only so, but how solemn the obligation resting upon 
these, to be positive witnesses to the light in their daily 
walk, that all men may believe. " But we received not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God ; 
that we might know die things that are freely given to 
us by God. Which things also we speak ; not in the 
words which man's wisdom teacheth; but which the 
Spirit teacheth ; comparing spiritual things with spirit- 
ual" 1" Cor. 2-12, 13, (N. V.) When Jesus asked 
His disciples, " But who say ye that I am?" "Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the son 
of the living God." "And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in Heaven ; and I also say unto thee 
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church: and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it" — "I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou snalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 
And Christ addresses to all his disciples the same lan- 

Oe. " What things so ever ye shall loose on earth 
be loosed in heaven." Mat 18-18, (N. V.), and 
14 whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained." John 
20-28, (N. V.) 
These passages are in powerful attestation of the 
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wondrous truth of God that the Rock upon which 
Christ builds His Church, is the living Christ, sent of 
the living Father, who reveals himself in the souls of 
believers and is the living Bread upon whom they are 
to feed, that their souls may be nourished up unto ever- 
lasting life. " As the living Father sent me and I live 
because pf the Father ; so he that eateth me, he also 
shall live because of me." John 6-57, (N. V.} Christ's 
church is made up of Believers in Him, and ne says to 
them, " Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst 01 them." There Christ 
will reveal Himself, and make known His will, and will 
ntify in Heaven the judgments of his disciples now as 
in the first place. For said He to the first disciples, 
" What I say unto you, I say unto all." Said St Au- 
gustine, " Peter represents afl good men, and the prom- 
ise in St John is addressed to all believers everywhere." 
Another has said, " All have a share in their meaning, 
all have a share in their force, in proportion as we have 
received from Heaven any portion of that inspiration 
whereby we seek ' to do and to think the things that be 
good/ " It has been further said — " By this discern- 
ment of good and evil the Apostolic writers became the 
law-givers of the civilized world. Eighteen hundred 
years have passed, and their jiftlgments in all essential 
points have never been reversed Nothing can be ad- 
vanced as truth to-day which conflicts with the Princi- 
ples laid down in the New Testament " Christ is .the 
same yesterday and to-day, yea and forever," and His 
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truth is unchangeable, Then let us remember, with un- 
failing gratitude to Almighty God, that our spiritual 
blessings — our new spiritual life and our new spiritual 
insight — are derived from Christ, our once crucified but 
now arisen and ascended Lord, who equally with the 
Father is worthy of all our gratitude, our love and our 
worship, and who declared to His immediate follower 
'It is expedient for you that I go away : for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if 
I go, I will send him unto you. And he, when he is 
come, will convict the world in respect of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 01 sin, because they 
believe not on me ; of rignteousness, because I go to 
the Father and ye behold me no more ; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world hath been judged. I 
have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he shall guide you into all the truth : for he 
shall not speak from himself ; but what things soever 
he shall hear, these shall he speak : and he shall declare 
unto you the things that are to come. He shall 
glorify me : for he shall take of mine and shall declare 
it unto you. All things whatsoever the Father hath 
are mine : therefore said I, that he taketh of mine and 
shall declare it unto you." John 16-7 to the 16 inclu- 
sive. (N. V.) # 

Quakerism being, as we believe, Primitive Chris- 
tianity revived, we cannot go away from their belief in 
the Immediate and Perceptible Guidance of the Holy 



64 

Spirit and give up the peculiar views of Friends which 
were presented to them through this immediate teach- 
ing and committed as a rich legacy to us — views the 
outcome of which through the centuries, it has been 
shown correspond with conclusions reached in this 
day by a few erudite students of Ecclesiastical history, 
who are also m$n of enlightened spiritual understand- 
ing — without departing from foundation Principles 
and depriving ourselves of the right to be called by 
their name — Friends, and leaving an irreparable breach 
between our Past and Present And let us a&k, shall 
Friends as a separate branch of Christ's church, raised 
up of God for an especial purpose and occupying their 
own place in the family of Christian churches, ignore 
their past history ? Shall they consign to oblivion the 
life and teachings of George Fox? Sad indeed will 
be the day for the people calling themselves Friends, 
when such a resolution shall be arrived at As well 
might the Church in general ignore its past history and 
answer in the affirmative the question mooted among 
some teachers of the " Sunday Schools " — " Shall we 
give up the Old Testament? " Let us, who have been 
trie recipients of great blessings through the faithful- 
ness of the Early Friends, emulate the example of those 
who having thoroughly studied the history and writings 
of Friends, found for themselves the central paint of 
Quakerism and so are able to declare, " the Society of 
' Friends have produced the highest and best statement 
,of Spiritual Cnristianity yet made/' We shall discover 
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in it the fulfillment of that which is most worthy of re- 
gard in our Past and the Prophecy of that wnich we 
most long for in our Future. 

The attitude of the Society of Friends to-day as 
observed and commented upon by those not of our 
membership, is one which calls for deep thoughtfulness 
on our own part We may notice the fact that some of 
these do not scruple to assert that many amongst us 
from whom they and we have a right to look for better 
things, are " incapable of rising to the full ' height of 
the argument,' and of taking in the full significance of 
the Quaker movement for Christianity at large : who are 
infected with the reactionary spirit at present rampant 
in the Society, which seems to consider the present mis- 
sion of Friends to be, to ignore as completely as possible 
their past history and to undo as much as may be the 
work of the 'fore-fathers in the Truth ' — a people of 
whom it may be said, none ever strove and searched 
more single-nearted for the truth, the whole tiuth and 
nothing but the truth, or were more successful in finding 
it, or more courageous and uncompromising in reducing it 
to practice." Of them we may further add that they reaf- 
firmed the words of our Lord to his immediate followers, 
" Ye are my friends ifye do the things which I command 
you. No longer do I call you servants ; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth ; but I have called you 
friends ; for all things that I heard from my Father I liave 
made known unto you. Ye did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide" — John 15-16, (N. V.) 
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Thomas Clarkson, A. M., in his memoirs of William 
Penn asserts that the early Friends believed they had a 
divine commission for the restoration of Primitive 
Christianity. He quotes from Penn's letter addressed 
to the " Churches of Jesus throughout the world " as 
exhibiting this belief, and explains that by Churches 
he meant, " those individuals in a country, whether in 
Germany or elsewhere, who, professing the same princi- 
ples as the Quakers, were, though scattered in various 
parts, gathered and settled in the divine light and Spirit to 
be one holy flock and family to the Lord." The words of 
Wm. Penn which have been ref erred to may close this brief 
exposition of Early Quakerism : " God hath laid upon us 
whom he hath honoured with the beginning of his great work 
in the world, the care of both this age and ages to come." 

In conclusion let us ask with reverence, Who then 
will be the worthy successors of the Early Friends ? 
Who, having the sufficiency that is of Christ, will again 
unfurl before a gainsaying people the ample folds of the 
Banner of the Crucified and of the Arisen Lord — the 
Christ of Calvary, and the Christ the Inward Word ? The 
Christ of eighteen hundred years ago, and the ever living 
ever present Christ of now — the Christ of yesterday, and 
to-day, yea and forever ! The Christ who said, " I am the 
first and the last and the Living One ; and I was dead and 
behold I am alive forever more : and I have the keys of 
death and of Hades," Eev. 1-17, 18, (N. V.). "I am the Al- 
pha and the Omega, saith the Lord, which is and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty. Eev. 1-8, (N. V.) 

END. 



67 



APPENDIX. 



" It is objected against us who are called Quakers 
that we deny Christ and look not to be saved by Him 
as he was manifested without us : but look only to be 
saved by Christ within us : to which it is in my heart 
to answer, to such as singly desire satisfaction therein : 
We do indeed expect to be saved by the revelation and 
operation of the Life of Christ within us : yet not with- 
out relation to what He did without us, for all that He 
did in that body of fl&h was of the Father, and had its 
place and service in the will and according to the coun- 
sel of the Father." Isaac Penington, Vol. 1, page 694 

44 We think it right, plainly to declare that we have 
never acknowledged any principle of Spiritual life, or 
holiness, inherent by nature in the mind of man. Like 
our early Friends, we believe in no principle whatso- 
ever of Spiritual light, life or holiness, except the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit of God bestowed on mankind in 
various measures and degrees through Jesus Christ our 
Lord We are deeply solicitous that the precious doc- 
trine of the Holy Ghost, as plainly unfolded by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles, may be maintained 
amongst us in all its fullness. From London General 
Epistle, 1836. 

44 Our testimony to plainness of speech, behaviour 
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and apparel rests upon sound unalterable grounds. It 
was in nearty reception of the government of Christ and 
in love to Him and fidelity to His law, that our fore- 
fathers, in the light of the truth which the Lord was 
pleased so largely to shed upon them, were led to the 
full testimony wnich they bore against the flattery, pride 
and untruth which had and still have so largely insinu- 
ated themselves into the established customs and the 
changing fashions of the world. Our present concern is 
that we may all be brought to follow Christ in the same 
faithfulness and devotedness of heart" Printed Epistle, 
1842. 

" To our young friends who have taken some steps in 
the right way, we would tenderly»off er a few remarks. 
, The youthful mind, in its love for the cause of religion, 
! is readily led into action. Here is a fresh call for 
watchfulness. A benevolent desire to promote the 
Lord's work in the earth and to serve their fellow men 
may have imperceptibly led some from a close and fre- 
quent examination of the state of their own hearts. 
And may you whose labors are more extended be es- 
pecially careful that your exertions for the good of 
others are adorned and enforced by humility and by 
. that consistency with our principles which ca£ only & 
' maintained by watchfulness and prayer." P. E., 1818. 
" The more our young people are engaged to dwell 
in true humility, tnat respect for age and experience 
* which has ever characterized every well-regulated com- 
munity, both civil and religious, will evince itself. It 
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to an injunction to fcrael of old, and we regard it as a 
standing precept, ' Thou shalt rise up before the hoary 
head, and honor the face of the old man, and fear thy 
God.'" P. E., 1836. 

» Our testimony against bearing arms is a testimony 
for the Messiah, of whose reign it is predicted that the 
wolf and the lamb shall feed together. Most if not all 
people admit the transcendent excellency of peace. All 
who adopt the petition, * thy kingdom come/ pray for 
its universal establishment Some people then must be- 
gin to fulfill the evangelical promise and cease to learn war 
any more. Now, friends, seeing these things cannot be 
controverted, how do we long tnat your whole conver- 
sation be as becometh the Gospel ; and that while any 
of us are professing to scruple war, they may not in 
some parts of their conduct be inconsistent with that 
profession." P. E, 1804, 

" Friends are advised against aiding and assisting in 
<*mveyance of soldiers, their baggage, arms, ammuni- 
tion, or military stores." 1810 — 1861. 

" And, dear Friends, as much as in you lies, encour- 
age a frequent and diligent reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tares in your families. In them are contained the 
promises of eternal life and salvation. For, as a steady 
trust and belief in the promises of God and a frequent 
meditation in the law of the Lord was the preservation 
of a remnant in old time, so it is even to tnis day, and 
as a distrust and disbelief of the promises of God and a 
neglect of His holy law was the occasion of the com- 
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Elaints made against the Jews, the posterity of Abra- 
am, even so we have reason to fear that the apparent 
decline in our time of true piety and godly zeal m many 
places is too much owing to a disregard of the doctrines 
of the Holy Scriptures and the promises of the Holy 
Spirit in them recorded." Extract from London Print- 
ed Epistle, 1740. 

" It is our tender and christian advice that Friends 
take care to keep to truth and plainness in language, 
habit, deportment and behaviour; that the simplicity 
of truth in these things may not wear out or be lost in 
our day, nor in those of our posterity ; and to avoid 
pride and immodesty in apparel, and all vain and su- 
perfluous fashions of the world." Printed Epistle, 1691. 

" It is the advice of this meeting that all Friends keep 
to the simplicity of the truth and our ancient testimony 
in calling the months and days by Scripture names ana 
not by heathen." P. K, 1697. 

" Our age has witnessed the very jubilee of Freedom 
of Thought — What is to come of it ? Apprehension 
on this subject belongs to those who have hitherto 
pinned their faith to human amplifications of the Di- 
vinely revealed truth, such as the Westminster Confes- 
sion, or the Thirty-nine articles of the Anglican Church. 
No new theology is needed for those who, like Fox, 
Barclay and Penington, have gone to the fountain-head 
of Scripture, and there, like the woman of Samaria, 
have found ' Jesus sitting on the well ; ' giving to all 
who ask of Him living water, those who drink which 
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shall never thirst again. There have been old theolo- 
gies ; and there will still be new ones ; until all men 
come not only to search the Scriptures, but also come 
to Him that they may have life." Friends' Review, 
seventh month 12th, 1884. 

" A brief account of the orgin of the names of some 
months of the year and of all the days of the week 
now customary and commonly used, 1751 : 

1. January was so called from Janus, an ancient king 
of Italy, whom heathenish superstition had deified, to 
whom a temple was built and this month dedicated. 

2. February was so called from Februa, a word de- 
noting purgation by sacrifice; it being usual in this 
month for the priests of the heathen god Pan to offer 
sacrifices and perform rites; conducing, as was sup- 
posed, to the cleansing or purgation of the people. 

3. March was so denominated from Mars, feigned to 
be the god of war, whom Eomulus, founder of the Roman 
empire, pretended to be his father. 

4. April is generally supposed to be derived from the 
Greek appellation of Venus, an imaginary goddess wor- 
shipped by the Romans. 

5. May is said to be so called from Mai a, the mother 
of Mercury, another of their pretended ethnic deities, 
to whom in this month they paid their devotions. 

6. June is said to take its name from Juno, one of 
the supposed goddesses of the heathen. 

7. July, so called from Julius Ciesar, one of the Ro- 
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man emperors, who gave his own name to this mokth- 
which before was called Quintilis or the Fifth. 
• 8. August, so named in honor of Augustus Caasar, 
another of the Eoman Emperors. This month was be, 
fore called Sextilis, or the Sixth. 

The other four months, namely September, October, 
November and December, still retain their numerical 
Latin names : which, however, since the change from 
Old to New style are no longer properly applied How- 
ever, from the continued use of them hitherto, as well 
as from the practice of the Jews before the Babylonish 
captivity, it seemeth highly probable, that the method 
of distinguishing the months by their numerical order 
only, was the most ancient as it is the most plain, sim- 
ple and natural. 

As the idolatrous Eomansthus gave names to several 
of the months in honor of their pretended deities, so 
the like idolatry prevailing among our Saxon ancestors 
induced them to call the days of the week by the name 
of the idol which on that day they peculiarly wor- 
shiped. 

The First day of the week was by them called Sun- 
day, from their customary adoration of the sun on that 
day. 

The Second day of the week they called Monday, 
from their usual custom of worshiping the moon on that 
day. 

The Third day of the week was called Tuesday in 
honor of one of their idols called Tuisco. 
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The Fourth day of the week was called Wednesday, 
from the appellation of Wodin, another of their idola 

The Fifth day of the week was called Thursday, 
from the name of an idol ealled Thor, to whom they 
paid their devotion on that day. 

The Sixth day of the week was termed Friday, from 
the name of Friga, an imaginary goddess by them 
worshiped 

The Seventh day they styled Saturday, as is sup- 
posed from Saturn or Seater, by them then worshiped. 

In the ages of popish superstition, not only the use 
of such heathenish names and customs was indulged, 
but also other unsound and unscriptural practices in 
religion were invented and introduced. For, when 
the profession of the christian religion became national, 
multitudes of the heathen priests, whose interests lay in 
the performance of rites, ceremonies and sacrifices, em- 
braced prevailing Christianity with selfish view ; and 
labored early, with too much success, to find employ- 
ment for themselves by imposing on the people a new 
set of ceremonies ana sacrifices, bearing some resem- 
blance to those which, in their former state of heathen- 
ism, they had been accustomed to. From this corrupt 
source sprang the popish sacrifice of the mass, the cele- 
bration of which, at particular times and on particular 
occasions, give rise to the vulgar names of Michaelmas, 
Martinmas, Christmas, and the like. 

Seeing therefore that these appellations and names of 
days, months and times are of an idolatrous or super- 
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stitious original, contrary to the divine command, the 
practice of good and holy men in former ages, and re- 
pugnant to the christian testimony borne by our faithful 
Friends and predecessors in the truth, for the sake of 
which thev endured many revilings : let neither the re- 
proach 01 singularity, nor the specious reasonings of 
such as would evade the cross of Christ, turn you aside 
from the simplicity of the gospel nor discourage you 
from keeping to the language of truth, in denominating 
the months and days according to the plain and scrip- 
tural way of expression, thereby following the example 
of our worthy elders, and coming up in a noble and 
honorable testimony against these and all other remains, 
of idolatry and superstition." Taken from the " Meet- 
ing for Sufferings in London, the sixth day of the sev- 
enth month, 1751. 

It can doubtless be the testimony of many Friends 
at the present time, that while they would make no 
Disciplinary Eegulation to control tne conduct of mem- 
bers in respect to Friends' Peculiarities of dress or ad- 
dress ; yet when any of these things are the result " of 
that " inward sense " of which Wm. Penn speaks, 
" which God through His fear has begotten in us," we 
dare not deny that there is profoundest wisdom in them, 
because given to us of God ; and therefore they are to 
be accepted and adopted in faith, whether the reason 
be apparent to us or not The " willing and obedient," 
in every generation, enjoy the peculiar favors and 
blessings of the Lord. Joseph John Gurney, in his 
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" Observations on the Distinguishing Views and Prac- 
tices of the Society of Friends," emphatically asserts, 
" It is a fact which the world can scarcely be expected 
to notice, but which is well known to every experienced 
Quaker, and will not be denied by any persons who 
possess an intimate knowledge of the Society, that the 
very same guiding and governing principle, which leads 
the sincere-hearted and serious among Friends into the 
practice of universally acknowledged Christian virtues, 
leads them also into these peculiarities. ***** "I 
assert only that this is our own experience," — the ex- 
perience of members of the Society of Friends. " Such, 
therefore being our experience, we cannot but derive 
from it a strong and satisfactory conviction, that our 
religious peculiarities appertain to the law of God ; for 
it is certain that the Spirit of Truth, by whose influence 
alone men are made truly righteous and brought into 
conformity with the divine will, would never lead any 
of the followers of Jesus into a course of conduct which 
is not founded on the principles of that law. The in- 
ward manifestations 01 the Spirit are, in themselves, the 
law of God written on the heart 11 

We have adhered throughout, to the declaration made 
in the Introduction to these cages. No attempt has 
been made to improve upon Quakerism, but we present 
it as it stands before the world represented in the life 
and teachings of George Fox, and as accepted and be- 
lieved in by all our ancient Worthies and early 
Promulgators of Gospel truth ; and also as it is defined 
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in the Doctrines of Friends by Elisha Bates. Although 
our young people of the present time are mostly ig- 
norant of tne reasons assigned here for the peculiarities 
of our speech and for the disuse of the usual names of 
days and months, we accept that they are entitled to the 
information ; especially so, since witn the early Friends 
these scruples of conscience, we believe to have been 
" the inward manifestations of the Spirit" 

The following is an account of a Quaker Meeting in 
London by Elihu Burritt : 

A Leaf from my private Journal, May 21, 1852 : 
This was a day of deep interest Went in the morn- 
ing to the meeting for public worship in the Devonshire 
House, which was filled to its utmost capacity with 
k Friends from every part of the kingdom. Asa specta- 
cle, no human congregation can surpass it in impressive 
physiognomy. The immaculate purity of the women's 
dresses, as they sat, a multitude of shining ones, arising 
in long, quiet ranks from the floor to the gallery on one 
side of the house, and the grave mountain of sedate and 
thoughtful men on the other, presented an aspect more 
suggestive of the assemblies of the New Jerusalem than 
of any earthly congregation. In a few minutes the last 
comers had found seats ; and then a deep devotional si- 
lence settled down upon the great assembly like an 
overshadowing presence from heaven The still, up- 
breathing prayer of a thousand hearts seemed to ascend 
like incense, and the communion of the Holy Spirit to 
descend like a dove, whose wing-beats touched to sweet- 
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er serenity those faces so calm with the divine benedic- 
tion. 

Thfe deep silence of this unspoken devotion grew 
more and more intense, as if the whole assembly were 
listening to voices which their spirits alone could hear 
and which a breath would drown. Then one arose, in 
the middle of the house, with tremulous meekness, to 
unburden the heart of a few brief message- words which 
it feared to withhold, lest it should sin against the in- 
spiration that made them burn within it Then, from 
another part of the house, arose the quavering words of 
prayer, few, but full of the earnest emotion and humble 
utterance of faith and supplication. Then moments of 
deeper silence followed, as if all the faculties of the 
mind and all the senses of physical being had descended 
into the soul's inner temple, to wait there for the voice 
of the Spirit of God. How impressive was the heart- 
worship of those silent moments ! There was something 
solemn beyond description in the presence of a thous- 
and persons of all ages so immovable that they scarcely 
seemed to breatha The " Minister's Gallery " was oc- 
cupied by a long rank of the fathers and mothers of the 
Society, from all parts of the United Kingdom, who 
seemed to preside over the great communion like 
shepherds sitting down before their quiet flocks by the 
still waters of salvation. In the centre sat a man and 
woman, a little past the meridian of life, and apparently 
strangers. The former had an American look, which 
was quite perceptible even from the opposite end of the 
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building ; and when he slowly arose out of the deep si- 
lence, his first words confirmed that impression. They 
were words fitly spoken and solemn, but uttered with 
such a nasal intonation as I never heard before, even in 
New England. At first, and for a few moments, I 
doubted whether this aggravated peculiarity would not 
lessen the salutary effect of his exhortation upon the 
minds of the listening assembly. But as his words be- 
gan to flow and warm with increasing unction, they 
cleared up little by little, from this nasal cadence, and 
rounded into more oral enunciation. Little by little 
they grew stronger and fuller with the power 01 truth, 
and the truth made them free and flowing. His whole 
person, so impassive and emotionless at first, now entered 
into the enunciation of his thoughts with constantly in- 
creasing animation, and his address grew more and more 
impressive to the. last He spoke for nearly an hour, 
and when he sat down and buried his spare figure 
under his broad-brimmed hat and the congregation 
settled down into the profound quiet of serene medita- 
tion, I doubted whether it would be broken again 
by the voice of another exhortation. But after the 
lapse of a few minutes, the woman who sat by the 
side of the American minister — and she was his wife — 
might be perceived in a state of half -suppressed emo- 
tion, as if demurring to the inward monition of the 
Spirit that bade her arise and speak to such an assem- 
bly. It might well have seemed formidable to the 
nature of a meek and delicate woman. She appeared 
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to struggle involuntarily with the conviction of duty, 
and to incline her person slightly towards her hus- 
band, as if her heart leaned for strength on the sym- 
pathy of his, as well as on the wisdom she awaited 
from above. Then she arose, calm, meek and grace- 
ful. Her first words dropped with sweetest cadence 
upon the still congregation, and were heard in every 
part of the house, though they were uttered in a voice 
seemingly but a little above a whisper. Each suc- 
ceeding sentence warbled into new beauty and fulness 
of silvery intonation. The burden of her spirit was 
the life of religion in the heart, as contrasted with its 
mere language on the tongue, or what it was to be 
truly and fully a disciple of Jesus Christ Having 
meeldy stated the subject which had occupied her 
meditations, and which she felt constrained to revive 
in the hearing of the congregation before her, she 
said, " And now, in my simple way, and in the brief 
words that may be given me, let me enter with you 
into the examination of this question." At the first 
word of this sentence, she loosened the fastenings of 
her bonnet, and, at the last one, handed it down to 
her husband with an indescribable grace. There was 
something very impressive in the act, as well as in the 
manner in which it was performed— as if she uncov- 
ered her head involuntarily in reverence to that vision 
of divine truth unsealed to her waiting eyes. And in 
her eyes it seemed to beam with a serene and heavenly 
light, and to burn in her heart with holy inspira- 
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tion ; to touch her lips and every gentle motion of 
her person with a beautiful, eloquent and solemn 
expression, as her words fell in the sweet music of 
her voice upon the rapt assembly. Like a stream 
welling and warbling out of Mount Hermon, and 
winding its way to the Sea, flowed the melodious 
current of her message, now meandering among the 
half -opened flowers of unrhymed poetry ; now through 
the green pastures of salvation where the Good Shep- 
herd was bearing in his bosom the tender lambs of 
his flock. Then it took the force of lofty diction, and 
fell in a volume of silvery eloquence, but slow, solemn 
and searching, down the rocks and ravines of Sinai ; 
then out like a little river of music, into the wilderness 
where the prodigal son, with the husks of his poverty 
clutched in his lean hands, sat in tearful meditation on 
his father's home and his father's love. 

More than a thousand persons seemed to hold their 
breath as they listened to that meek, delicate woman, 
whose lips were touched to an utterance almost divine, 
I never saw an assembly so subdued into motionless 
meditation. And the solemn, impressive silence deep- 
ened to a stillness more profound when she ceased to 
speak. In the midst of these thoughtful moments she 
knelt in prayer. At the first words of her supplica- 
tion, the whole congregation arose. The men who 
had worn their hats while she spoke to them, rever- 
ently uncovered their heads as she knelt down to 
speak to God. Her clear sweet voice trembled with 
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the burden of her petition, on which her spirit seemed 
to ascend into the noly of holies, and to plead there, 
with Jacob's faith, for a blessing upon all encircled 
within that immediate presenca When she arose from 
her knees, the great congregation sat down, as it were, 
under the shadow of that prayer, in meditation more 
deep and devotional. This lasted a few minutes, when 
two of the fathers of the society, sitting in the centre of 
the minister's gallery, turned and shook hands with 
each other, and were followed by other couples in each 
direction, as a kind of mutual benediction, as well as a 
signal that the meeting was terminated. At this sim- 
ple sign the whole congregation arose, and quietly left 
the house." 

It is devoutly to be hoped that a real Friends' Meet- 
ing may not become a thing of the past May not 
some catch an inspiration from this beautiful pen-picture 
of one, as it comes from the hand of this giited writer 
and Apostle of Peace? He surely entered into the 
spirit or our worship, and has preserved to us and to the 
world, through this graphic description, a knowledge of 
the beautiful simplicity of our Form of Worship, and a 
telling likeness 01 our valued and representative Friends, 
Eli and Sybil Jones, of the state of Maine. 

George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, says of him- 
self, " I was born in the month called July, in the year 1624, at 
Drayton, in the Clay in Leicestershire, " one of the middle coun- 
ties of England. " When I came to eleven years of age, I knew 
pureness and righteousness; for while I was a child I was taught 
now to walk so as to be kept pure. As I grew up, my relations 
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thought to make me a priest : but others persuaded to the contra- 
ry. Whereupon I was put to a man who was a shoemaker by 
trade and dealt in wool. When I was at that service I used in 
my dealings the word Verily, and it was a common saying among 
those that knew me, * ' If George says verily, there is no altering 
him." The Lord said unto me, ' Tiiou seest how young people go 
together into vanity and old people into the earth : thou must for- 
sake all, young and old, keep out of all and be as a stranger unto 
all.' Then at the command of God, the ninth of the seventh 
month, 1648, 1 left my relations and broke off all familiarity or 
fellowship with young or old. * * * A strong temptation to de- 
spair came upon me. I then saw how Christ was tempted, and 
mighty trouble I was in. I wondered why these things should 
come to me. * * * I thought because I had forsaken my relations, I 
had done amiss against them; so I was brought to call to mind all 
my time that I had spent, and to consider whether I had wronged 
any; and when Satan could not effect his designs upon me that 
way, he laid snares and baits to draw me to commit some sin 
whereby he might take advantage to bring me to despair. * * * * 
I was about twenty years of age when these exercises came upon 
me. and some years I continued in that condition in great trouble, 
and fain I would have put it from me. I went to many a priest 
to look for comfort, but found no comfort from them. * * * * Be- 
ing returned into Leicestershire, my relations would have had me 
married; but I told them I was but a lad. * * * * After this I 
went to a priest at Mansetter in Warwickshire and reasoned with 
him about the ground of despair and temptation, but he was igno- 
rant of my condition, and bid me take tobacco and sing psalms. 
* * * * I went seven miles to see a priest at Tamworth, but 
found him like an empty, hollow cask. * * * * Yet it was so, 
that there seemed to be two pleading in me, and questioning arose 
in my mind about gifts and prophecies, and I was tempted again 
to despair, as if I had sinnea against the Holy Ghost. I was in 
great perplexitv and trouble for many days ; yet I gave up myself 
to the Lord still. One day when I had been walking solitarily 
abroad, and was come home, I was taken up in the love of God, 
so that I could not but admire the greatness of his love; and while 
I was in that condition it was opened unto me by the eternal 
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light and power, and I therein clearly saw that all was done and 
to be done in and by Christ; and how he conquers and destroys 
this tempter the devil, and all his works, and is atop of him ; - and 
that all these troubles were good for me, and temptations for the 
trial of my faith which Christ had given me. The Lord opened 
me, that I saw through all these troubles and temptations. My 
living faith was raised, that I saw all was done by Cnrist the life, 
and my belief was in him. When at any time my condition was 
veiled, my secret belief was stayed firm, and hope underneath held 
me, as an anchor in the bottom of the sea, and anchored my im- 
mortal soul to its bishop, causing it to swim above the sea, the 
world, where all the raging waves, foul weather, tempests and 
temptations are. * * * * I cried to the Lord, saying, 'why should 
I be thus, seeing I was never addicted to commit those evils?' 
And the Lord answered, ' It was needful I should have a sense of 
all conditions, how else should 1 speak to all conditions?' In this 
I saw the infinite love of God. I saw also that there was an 
ocean of darkness and death, but an infinite ocean of light and 
love which flowed over the ocean of darkness. In that also I saw' 
the infinite love of God, and I had great openings. * * * * When 
I was discoursing with several priests at Judge Fell's house, I 
asked them, 4 Whether any of them ever heard the voice of God, 
or Christ, to bid him to go to such or such a people, to declare his 
word or message unto them ?' for any one, I told them that could 
but read, might declare the experiences of the prophets and apos- 
tles, which were recorded in the Scriptures. Hereupon, Thomas 
Tavlor, an ancient priest, did ingenuously confess before Judge 
Pell, * That he had never heard the voice of God nor of Christ, to 
send him to any people ; but he spoke his experiences, and the 
experience of the saints in former ages* and that he preached.' 
This very much confirmed Judge Fell in the persuasion, ' That 
the priests were wrong;' for he had thought formerly, as the gen- 
erality of people then did " That they were sent from God.' " 

Wm. Penn in the Preface to George Fox's Journal, says of 
George Fox: " He was a man that God endowed with a clear and 
wonderful depth, a discerner of spirits and very much a master 
of his own. And though the side of his understanding whioh lay 
next to the world, and especially the expression of it, might sound 
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uncouth and unfashionable to nice ears, his matter was neverthe- 
less very profound, and would not only bear to be often consid- 
ered, but the more it was so, the more weighty and instructing it 
appeared. And as abruptly and brokenly as sometimes his sen- 
tences would fall from him about divine things, it is well known 
they were often as texts to many fairer declarations. And indeed, 
it showed beyond all contradiction that God sent him, that no 
arts; or parts had any share in the matter or manner of his minis- 
try, and that so many great, excellent and necessary truths as he 
came forth to preach to mankind, had therefore nothing of man's 
wit or wisdom to recommend them. In his ministry he much la- 
bored to open truth to the peopled understandings, and to bottom 
them upon the principles, and principal^ Jesus Christ, the light of 
the world (and therefore the Light which shines into the individ- 
ual soul) that by bringing them to something that was of God (that 
God had given them) in themselves, they might the better know 
and judge of him and themselves (because his preaching met this 
witness in themselves). He had an extraordinary gift in opening 
the Scriptures * * * * But above all, he excelled in prayer. The 
inwardness and weight of his spirit, the reverence and solemnity 
of his address and behaviour, and the fewness and fullness of his 
words, have often struck even strangers with admiration, as they 
used to reach others with consolation. The most awful, living, 
reverent frame I ever felt or beheld, I must say, was his in prayer. 
And truly it was a testimony, he knew, and lived nearer to the 
Lord than other men ; for they that know God most, will see most 
reason to approach Him with reverence and fear. I write my 
knowledge and not report, and my witness is true, having been 
with him for weeks and months together on divers occasions, and 
those of the nearest and most exercising nature, and that, by night 
and by day, by sea and by land, in this and in foreign countries : 
and I can say I never saw him out of his place, or not a match for 
every service or occasion. For in all things he acquitted himself 
like a man, yes, a strong man, a new and heavenly-minded man. 
A divine, and a naturalist, and all of God Almighty's making. 
I have been surprised at his questions and answers in natural 
things, that whilst he was ignorant of useless and sophistical Sci- 
ence, he had in him the foundation of useful and commendable 
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knowledge, and cherished it everywhere. Civil beyond all forms 
of breeding in his behavior, temperate, eating little and sleeping 
lees, though a bulky person." 

It might not be amiss here to remark, that though the consist- 
ent Friend must ever avoid the unnecessary mannerism and the. 
ways of the hollow hearted world, it is still unnecessary on this 
account to be uncouth or inattentive to that which constitutes and 
is the genius of true politeness and good-breeding — unselfishness 
and due thoughtfulness for others. For the sum of Christianity is 
unselfishness, and its essence is self-renunciation. The Apostolic 
injunction is, for private and for public places, ' ' In honor pre- 
ferring one another" — "Be ye courteous ;" and Christ's own 
teaching is, " When thou art bidden, go and sit down in the low- 
est room ; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee, friend, go up higher : then shalt thou have worship in the 
presence of them that sit at meat with thee '' Christian politeness 
as well as Christian greatness is the very opposite of the worldly; 
for the greatest is he who proves his greatness by serving others. 
This testimony to the Christian politeness and the good breeding 
of George Pox, we have from one who was himself taught in all 
the world's politeness, not only at the English but also at the 
French Court. 

Wm. Penn speaks as follows of those who embraced the views 
of George Fox : "I cannot forget the humility and chaste zeal of 
that day. 0, how constant at meetings, how retired in them, how 
firm to truth's life as well as truth's principles, and how entire 
and united to our communion, as indeed became those that pro- 
fess one head, even Christ Jesus the Lord I * * * * Some of the 
first and most eminent of them which are at rest (in Wm. Penn's 
day) were Richard Farnsworth, James Nayler, William Dews- 
berry, Francis Howgill, Edward Burrough, John Camra, John 
Auland, Richard Hubberthorn, T. Taylor, John Aldam, T. 
Holmes. Alexander Parker, William Simpson, William Caton, 
John Stubbs, Robert Widders, John Bnmyeat, Robert Lodge, 
Thomas Salthouse and many more worthies that cannot be well 
here named, together with divers yet living of the first and great 
convincement, who, after the knowledge of God's purging judg- 
ments in. themselves, and some time of waiting in silence upon 



86 

Him,, to feel and receive power from on high to speak in His name 
(which none else rightly can, though they may use the same 
words) felt the divine motion and were frequently drawn forth, 
especially to visit the public assemblies, to reprove, inform and 
.exhort them, sometimes in markets, fairs, streets and by the high- 
way side, calling people to repentance, and to turn to the Lord 
with their hearts as well as their mouths ; directing them to the 
light of Christ within them to see and examine and consider their 
'ways by, and to eschew the evil and do the good and acceptable 
will of God." 

George Fox early saw the necessity of establishing good order in 
the government of church affairs, and " he pressed- by his presence 
or epistles a ready and zealous compliance with such good and 
wholesome things as tended to an orderly conversation about the 
affairs of the church, and in their walking before men." The fol- 
lowing account is taken from the book entitled " London Friends' 
' Meetings." 

"The Rise of the Society of Friends in London did not occur 
until some years after its development in the Midland counties and 
other norther districts, nor was its commencement due, as in those 
parts, to the personal labours of George Fox, who found on his 
arrival in London in 1654 a work in eonvincement already begun 
by the Gospel services of other ministers of the Society. * * * * 
It was early in 1664 that Isabel Buttery and another woman 
Friend, coming up together from the North, undertook to distri- 
bute in London a paper lately issued by George Fox on the sub- 
ject of the Kingdom of Heaven. By its Hue alone, framed ac- 
cording to the manner of that day, some idea of its contents may 
be formed: 'To all that would know the way to the Kingdom, 
whether they be in Forms, without Forms, or got above all Forms* 
a direction to turn your minds within, where the voice of God is 
to be heard, whom you ignorantly worship as afar off : and to wait 
upon Him for true wisdom : That you may know Truth from Er- 
ror, the Word from the Letter, the Power from the Form, and the 
true Prophets from the False, given forth by one of those whom 
the World in scorn calls Quakers.' Among those who received 
and assisted Isabel Buttery and her companions, were two broth- 
ers, Simon and Robert Dring, one of tnem having a house in 
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Watting Street, and the other in Moorgate, each of whom opened 
their dwellings for the meetings of those inclined to assemble after 
this new way; these were the first meetings of Friends held in 
London, and were mostly seasons of silent waiting, except that 
now and then, a well known London Friend says, ' Isabel did 
speak a few words.' Such were the small beginnings of our So- 
ciety in the great city, confined at first mainly to the distribution 
of papers, and leading only to the gatherings of a few kindred 
spirits to wait together in a reverential but seldom broken silence, 
in one or two private houses. Tet even in this its earlist and 
most quiet stage, some opposition was experienced ; for Isabel, 
whilst distributing her papers one First-day evening in St. Paul's 
Churchyard, was arrested, and with Robert Drings's maid (her 
companion) carried before the Lord Mayor, who committed them 
both to Bndewell for the offence of Sabbath breaking — thus show- 
ing both the fanatical spirit of the times and of those in authority, 
when the distribution of religious books, which is now considered 
meritorious, was then so great an offence to these rigid Sabbata- 
rians then in office as to lodge two maidens in a common gaol, 
where women only of the lowest character were put. It was in 
the summer of 1654 that these two earnest evangelists (Francis 
Howgill aged 80, and Edward Burrough aged 18), came up from 
their native Dales to London, and assembled for worship with the 
little companies of Friends before mentioned; but these small 
and silent gatherings were far from suited to absorb or develop 
their latent powers, and they at once sought a more public field 
for the exercise of their gifts. * * * * These two ministers, though 
from time to time associated with others, were prominent in the 
beginning of the work in London, and were both so eminently 
qualified for the service and blessed in their labours, as to leave 
their names inseparably connected with the rapid rise and increase 
of the Society in London. Thus in a spirit and power like mar- 
tyrs, (which they both became} and borne up through a strength 
not their own, they successfully encountered * the high-flown wis- 
dom and notions' (as they termed it) of the 'subtle Londoners,' 
and keeping them from 'disputing and questioning,' thev 'raised 
up a witness in their "consciences ' which made the hundreds and 
thousands thus reached perceive how far short their previous ex- 
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perience had been of 'possessing that which they professed.' 
The success of this ministry became so quickly apparent, that a 
few weeks produced this result ; and after three months of ser- 
vice, they gathered in so many from the other societies as to have 
meetings of their own — as many as three or four a week — very 
different in size from those early ones at the houses of the brothers 
Dring, being now become larger (as the Letters pp 16 and 19 say), 
than any place we can get will contain, so that we are much put 
to it.' Difficulties now arose of another kind — no separation 
could be obtained for friends from the crowds of noisy and rude 
persons who poured into the large meeting-places, and unless one 
. gifted like Edward Burrough were present to tame these lions and 
savage apprentices, the scene became one of uproar and confusion. 
To meet these difficulties, a large meeting-place known as the Bull 
and Month, which would hold one thousand, it is said, was ob- 
tained, and the meetings so arranged as to devote it to service 
among all who chose to attend, whilst those already convinced 
were in future to be gathered with Friends who now offered their 
houses as places of worship- This was within six months of the 
coming of Francis Howgill and Edward Burrough. 

The wisdom of this arrangement soon became apparent, in both 
the increase of their converts gathered in out of the multitude fre- 
quenting the general meeting-place, and the building up of those 
already reached, into the union and fellowship one with another, 
through the influences exerted by the numerous smaller and more 
retired gatherings : it also offered a fuller scope for the exercise of 
individual gifts, allowing many to minister in these meetings at 
the dwelling-houses whose power was lost in scenes such as the 
large meeting-places presented. Thus Friends came really to 
know one another, and a foundation was laid for that union of 
Friend with Friend which has characterized the body during 
its continuance until the present day. The system of having 
these two kinds of meetings, some public and others private, pre- 
vailed among the London Friends for some years after their rise — 
indeed, as long as the work of general evangelization among the 
populace continued — and the ministry in these and the building-up 
of the gathered Church, were recognized as distinct spheres of Gos- 
pel service, continuing until the care arising from the great num- 
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bers of convinced appears to have slackened the efforts for evan- 
gelization among the masses." 

Various Meetings were established by Friends in this early day, 
growing out of the necessity recognized by George Fox of estab- 
lishing good order in the Church government. From the advice 
taken also from the book entitled 'London Friends' Meetings," we 
have the the following: "George Fox desired their meetings to 
begin ' between the tenth and eleventh hour when the priests and 
their company are over their dishes and pleasures, and to break up 
your meetings, as you feel the power, aoout the third or fourth 
hour' * * * * This was the practice of Friends at the beginning, 
therefore continue in it/ " " In 1678 they complain of the young 
men crowding in upon the women Friends under the gallery, ana 
request them not to sit on that side." In 1692 it was held need- 
ful " to stir up Friends to diligence in attending week-day meet- 
ings." " In 1718, a minute from the women's meeting was issued 
' intreatinq the six weeks meeting's advice and assistance, so that 
their meetings may be better attended.' A paper was in conse- 
quence prepared and sent round by the several monthly meetings. 
1740, Monthly meetings were requested to appoint suitable friends 
to sit in the galleries with the ministers." From " London 
Friends' Meetings "we also learn, "Previously to the Proclama- 
tion of 1661, the London Friends had known but little of collec- 
tive and corporate suffering, but they were now as a body to feel 
the full effects of an Act severe in its provisions, and enforced by 
men in power relentless as Sir Richard Brown (become the Lord 
Mayor) and Sir John Robinson, made a baronet and invested with 
responsible post of the governorship of the Tower of London: 
between these two, as in a press, persecution was to be wrung out 
to them even to the dregs * * * From the storm now thickly 
gathering, there was no flinching on the part of the early preach- 
ers, though well aware that its force would be speedily directed 
against them; yet true to their charge, they exhorted Friends to 
keep to their meetings, lost no opportunity of being themselves 
present there: as a consequence, they were almost all soon in im- 
prisonment, prolonged in many instanoes until death was their 
only relief. For the little Church itself thus suffering, it was unto 
it as birth pangs of that organization by which it has since been 
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'distinguished. The fellowship of suffering caused it to become 
really * a Society,* and the arrangements then made gave to it that 
cohesion and unity in action and purpose which has been alike its 
preservation under attacks from without and disorders within — 
giving it a permanence amid shocks under which others disap- 
peared." 
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